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Glossary of Terms 
 
TERM 

 
DEFINITION 

Alia Samoan fishing catamaran, about 30 feet long, constructed of aluminum 
or wood with fiberglass.  Used for various fisheries including trolling, 
longline, and bottomfishing 

Armorhead Groundfish found on the SE Hancock Seamount in the Northwestern 
Hawaiian Islands 

Bycatch Fish caught in a fishery but discarded or released, except in a recreational 
fisheries catch and release program. 

Commercial Commercial fishing, where the catch is intended to be sold, bartered, or 
traded. 

 
 
List of Acronyms 

Acronym Meaning 

AP Advisory Panel.  Appointed industry/government/educational 
representatives functioning in an advisory capacity to the Council. 

AS or American 
Samoa 

Includes the islands of Tutuila, Manua, Rose and Swains Atolls. 

ASDPW Department of Public Works, American Samoa.  Also, DPW. 

BARB Bottomfish Advisory Review Board 

BMUS Bottomfish Management Unit Species, include deep and shallow water 
bottomfish species 

BPT or PT Bottomfish Plan Team. Advisory body to the Council composed of 
scientists and fishermen who monitor and manage the fisheries under the 
jurisdiction of the Bottomfish and Seamount Groundfish FMP. 

CNMI or the 
Commonwealth 
of the Northern 
Mariana Islands 

 Also, Northern Mariana Islands, Northern Marianas, and NMI.  Includes 
the islands of Saipan, Tinian, Rota, and many others in the Marianas 
Archipelago. 
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CPUE Catch-Per-Unit-Effort.  A standard fisheries index usually expressed as 
numbers of fish caught per unit of gear per unit of time, eg., number of 
fish per hook per line-hour or number of fish per 1,000 hooks.  The term 
catch rate is sometimes used when data are insufficiently detailed to 
calculate an accurate CPUE. 

DAWR Division of Aquatic & Wildlife Resources, Territory of Guam. 

DBEDT Department of Business, Economic Development & Tourism, State of 
Hawaii. 

DFW Division of Fish & Wildlife, Northern Mariana Islands. 

DLNR Department of Land & Natural Resources, State of Hawaii. 

DMWR Department of Marine & Wildlife Resources, American Samoa.  Also, 
MWR. 

EEZ Exclusive Economic Zone, refers to the sovereign waters of a nation, 
recognized internationally under the United Nations Convention on the 
Law of the Sea as extending out 200 nautical miles from shore.  Within 
the U.S., the EEZ typically is between three and 200 nautical miles from 
shore.  

ESA Endangered Species Act. An Act of Congress passed in 1966 that 
establishes a federal program to protect species of animals whose survival 
is threatened by habitat destruction, overutilization, disease etc. 

FAD 
 

Fish Aggregating Device; a raft or pontoon, usually tethered, and under 
which, pelagic fish will concentrate. 

 


