






































































































































































































































































































































SSC, the FEP Advisory Panels and Plan Teams. The Council staff will consider the
comments and recommendations from these advisory groups and prepare an amended list
for presentation to the Council and Fishers Forum and for initial action by the Council at
its spring meeting. '

The Council will take final action on the cooperative research priorities list at its summer
meeting and will transmit the list to PIFSC by September 1st.

PIFSC will develop the REFP and submit it to the Council for review in July/August.

The three principals, Council, PIFSC and PIRO, will convene in the summer to finalize
the RFP.

In October PIFSC would publish the RFP and implement a bid solicitation review
process.

- The three principals meet to review proposals and agree on which to fund.

PIFSC awards contracts consistent with established protocols.

Itano offers it in the form of a motion Mr. Torres seconds. Martin calls for discussion
[tano offers an amendment to paragraph 3 second line to read “... solicit other ideas
from...” instead of “to”. Second had no objection. Council votes but Duenas has more
discussion. Duenas wanted to be sure that island recommendations were part of the
recommendation. Island priority list is added. Finn is directed to modify the motion.
Finn reads: “Regarding the list of cooperative research critical needs, the Council
approves the prioritized list and recommends staff transmit the prioritized list to PIFSC
for their consideration for funding.”

Itano offers the amended motion, seconded by Torres.

There was lengthy discussion on research priorities.

Martin calls for the question. Motion passes.

Itano calls for the recommendation on MPA Gap analysis. Finn:

The Council recognizes that the proposed MPA Gap Analysis from the National MPA
Center has the potential to-encourage additions of the new MPASs to the National System.

The Council reiterates its previously stated concerns that MPA designations be based on
solid and, where appropriate, peer reviewed science.

Further, that any MPA development and designation include full participation of the
affected human communities.
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Ttano offers it in the form of a motion, Torres seconded. No discussion. Motion carries.

Itano calls for the next motion. Finn:

The Council recommends that National Marine Fisheries Service Pacific Islands Fisheries
Science Center evaluate the existing CRED relative biomass, density and habitat data to
generate information useful for estimating overall reef fish biomass in relation to
establish ACLs and, further, that PIFSC explore technology to characterize the nearshore
zero to ten meters coral reef habitat.

Itano offers it in the form of a motion, Torres seconded. There is lengthy discussion and
the motion is amended. Hamilton reads amended motion:

Regarding NMFS PIFSC Coral Reef Ecosystem Surveys the Council recommends that
National Marine Fisheries Service/Pacific Islands Fisheries Science Center analyze
existing CRED relative biomass, density and habitat data to generate information useful
for estimating overall reef fish biomass in relation to establishing ACLs for CREMUS,
that's Coral Reef Ecosystem Management Unit Species.

The Council further recommends that PIFSC explore technology to characterize the
nearshore zero to ten meter coral reef habitat.

Maker and second accepts amendment. No further discussion. Martin calls for the
question. Motion passes.

Itano states there is no further business under section 11 and turns the meeting over to
Martin. Council takes 30 minute break.

12. Administrative Matters and Budgets

A. Financial Report
Council members received a summarized and detaﬂed financial report. The detailed
financial report itemized Administration, two Coral Reef grants, Regulatory Streamlining
and Turtles.

1. Five Year Budget and Program 201¢-2014
In preparation for the last year of the five-year grant, Council staff began the process of
reviewing the PMUS, including new drivers, and drafted a budget based on the NMFS
suggestion of doing five to ten percent increases for every year. The Council also asked
for an extension of the ‘09 Budget as most of the funding was received in May. The
drafted budget is based on what the Administration asked Congress for 10. The budget
describes the work that the Council plans to do and is categorized in Administration,
Coral Reef Ecosystem, NEPA, Protected Species and West Pac FIN. Additional
categories are International Management and Policy Development, Education and
Qutreach, Monitoring, Control and Surveillance and FEP Development and Actions.
NMEFS has not responded if they agree with the PMUS changes, recommendations and
changes in the drivers. The budget will be sent to NMFS by September but is in the
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development stage.

The five year budget and program was distributed to Council members. Council members |
Young and Thielen requested additional time to review the document. The Council |
agreed to have a teleconference to address the five year budget and program document

and to publish a Federal Register Notice.

B. Administrative Report
Simonds summarized the audit, meetings council staff attended and projects detailed in |
the administrative report. Council staff has continued its effort in respect to the ‘
completion of the e-file document management system and the new IT staff member has |
been assisting with the project. Also discussed were the Council Operations Federal |
Register Notice, the Coral Reef Local Action Strategies and Marine Education Programs. |
The Council is working with PIRO to complete the process and how to coordinate and
implement projects. PIRO suggested a project similar to the Gulf of Marine Research
Institute’s Program for Marine Resource Education. The CNMI and the PRIAs Marine
Conservation Plans have been approved by NMFES and the Council is pending approval
for American Samoa from PIRO. Funds from the Western pacific Fisheries Sustainable
Fund will be used for Marine Conservation Plans.

C. Meetings and Workshops (Calendar)
1. CCC Meeting Report
Martin discussed the CCC meeting that the Chair and Vice-Chairs attended in Boston and
how it compared where different councils are in several of their tasks, including ACLs,
Ecosystem-Based Management, Limited Access Programs, Standardization and SSC
Operating Procedures. Duenas commented on how the Western Pacific Council is funded
in comparison to the other regional Councils.

D. Council Family Changes
1. Neighbor Island Advisory Panel Additions
2. Add John Joyner to SSRPC
3. Add Brooke Nevitt to CNMI Advisory Panel
Mitsuyasu reviewed changes in the committee make-up. It was clanﬁed that Brooke
Nevitt was mistakenly added to the agenda for this meeting. o

E. Recommendations on Changes to SOPP
SOPP Changes will be reviewed at the October Council meetmg and Council staff will
include recommendations from the GAO Review. The Council currently has a SOPP on
their website to which a recommendation was made to identify the SOPP as subject to
approval by the Secretary. Simonds commented that Council staff created a matrix which
identified what type of information each Council provided on their website and that
Council members will have the opportunity to review this information before the October
Council meeting to make recommendations

F. Response to GAO Recommendations
The Council is working with NOAA GC and PIRO in regards to the GAO
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Recommendations and the proposed language that the Council will adopt in the SOPP
will be addressed during the October Council Meeting.

Martin added the Process of FMP Documents to the agenda and called on Hamilton to
report. Hamilton summarized that a draft process was formulated on how the Council
works with NMEFS to finalize different action items that amend a document. Hamilton
explained that it starts with a one to two week review prior to the initial Council action by
PIRO GC and PIFSC. Documents go back to NMFES, PIFO or PIFSC for comments and
Council staff revises the document in response. Each review and revision by Council staff
is allotted four weeks; both NMI'S and Council staff have a max of three and a half
months each, seven months for the total process.

G. Standing Committee Recommendations
No outstanding committee recommendations,

H. Public Comment
Keiko Bonk asked when the public would get a copy of the draft budget, her spemﬁc
interest in the Councils travel expense requirements. Bonk also suggested a system by
which people can tell what documents are available for public review and what is
confidential, and that this needs to be consistent.

Rick Gaffney stated that the Council meeting has awkward timing because it coincides
with the HIBT. The HIBT is a fulltime occupation, so it is difficult to break away to
participate in the Council meeting. Gaffney expressed distress at the title of the Fishery
Forum, arguing that it should have been “Marlin on the Table,” which has a very
different connotation than “Marlin on the Menu.” He said that socioeconomic
information of recreational fisheries is missing from the agenda. Lastly, he argued that
Council members should be able to get any information they request because we need
more transparency.

The final public comment was received from Pat Tummons who writes for an
environmental newsletter and provided comments. She acknowledged that she has
burdened staff with FOIA requests. She said that she is trying to extract from the Council
how it spends its money.

Martin allowed Dalzell to review a letter from Bill Marston about the recreational fishery
registry. The Council reviewed the letter in which he points out inconsistencies of the
requirements for a saltwater registry and offers some recommendations to resolve the
issues. Will Sword asked whether it is the state’s responsibility to ask for registry
exemptions or if Bill provided any ideas about what would be acceptable. Thielen said
that he has raised concerns of Hawaii in the letter, but wanted to point out that he is
representing himself in his comments, not the state. She argued that many other
fishermen have concerns about the fact there is no information or data about the amount
of recreational fishing that occurs. Duerr said he doesn’t mind paying for the right to fish
— many other states also require licenses.
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1. Council Discussion and Action

1) Motion: Will implement the GAO review recommendations with the advice of
NOAA GC and PIRO, and provide a report back to the Council at its October 2009
meeting on those actions.

Motioned by Duerr, seconded by Haleck.
Motion carried. Dela Cruz was absent.

2) Motion: Directs staff to coordinate the date and time for a teleconference
meeting to approve the Multiyear Administrative and Programmatic budget, and that this
meeting follow the federal requirements for public notification. The draft materials upon
distribution to the Council members shall be posted on the website along with the agenda
and available at the Council office, so that the public may follow these during the
teleconference. Draft materials for this meeting should be distributed no later than two
weeks before the conference call.

Motioned by Duerr, seconded by Torres.
Motion carried.

Duenas emphasized on the proper announcement of this meeting. Laura Thielen added a
friendly amendment that draft materials upon distribution to Council members shall be
posted on the website with the agenda so that the public may follow along during the
teleconference.” Duerr and Torres did not object. Further rewording of the motion
followed. It was clarified by Fred Tucher that if we chose not to post these documents
and received a FOIA request, they would need to review the use of the document, they’d
note a meeting was being held, and that for the public to have meaningful context they
would need the documents. He said further that reasonable notice includes posting it on
the website and having copies at the office.

3) Motion: Appoints Dr. John Joyner to Social Science Research Planning
Committee.

Motioned by Duerr, seconded by Sablan.
Motion carried. Dela Cruz was absent.

4) Motion: Appoints the following people to thé Non-Commercial Advisory
Committee:

American Samoa Herman Gebauer
. Emory Chris Eddy
CNMI Cecilio Ratukiulipiy _
Hawaii Layne Nakagawa - Maui Representative
James Mawae Molokai Representative
Debbie Takeyama Hawaii Representative
George Purdy Lanai Representative
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Motioned by Duerr, seconded by Sablan.
Motion carried with all voting yes.

5) Motion: Directs staff to send a letter to the Guam Governor addressing the
critical comments made regarding the Council's involvement in the Coral Reef
Conservation Project initiatives.

Motioned by Duerr, seconded by Torres.
Motion carried with all voting yes; Thielen was absent.

6) Motion: Directs staff to finalize comments on the proposed rules for Council
operations for review and approval at the October 2009 Council meeting.

Motioned by Duerr, seconded by Sablan.
Motion carried; Thielen was absent.

7) Motion: Directs staff to prepare an operational plan for the FEPs for Council
consideration at the October 2009 Council meeting.

Motioned by Duerr, seconded by Sablan.
Motion carried; Thielen was absent.

8) Motion: Approves process of review for FMP/FEP documents.

Motioned by Duerr, seconded by Sablan.
Motion carried; Thielen was absent; Robinson abstatned.

9) Motion: Regarding the US Purse Seine fleet in the Western Pacific, the Council
recommends that PIRO prepare a report, for the October 2009 meeting, on the 2007-2009
area of operations and landing locations of the U.S. purse seine fleet including
cumulative landing amounts by location separated by the U.S. built hulls and the foreign-
built hulls. Additional information in the report should include individual vessel length,
gross tonnage and hold capacity in cubic meters.

Motioned by Duerr, seconded by Sablan.
Motion carried; Robinson abstained; Thielen was absent. -

The goal of this motion was initially to get more information for American Samoa about
the status of foreign-built purse seiners at the request of Tulafono. Duenas asked if they
could also look at fleet size composition. Itano offered that there will be a time lag and
that the federal registry should have this information because it’s public. Sean Martin
asked to add carrying capacity in addition to gross tonnage and Manuel Duenas asked to
have this information classified by class size. Martin additionally asked to know general
(not precise) areas of operations. Robinson replied that to the extent the data is not
confidential, it will be provided. Itano also said that he can make the PFRP report
available to the Council, which gives an idea of the whole fleet of the West Pacific.
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Duerr and Sablan accepted the friendly amendment to extend the request beyond
American Samoa by Martin at the acceptance of Tulafono.

10) Motion: Recommends that the PIFSC present on the analysis of logbook and
observer data from the Hawaii-based longhine fishery at the October 2009 Council
Meeting. The Council would also like to hear information on shark mitigation research
being conducted by PIFSC or related agencies.

Motion by Young, seconded by Duenas.
Motion carried; Young abstained; Thielen was absent.

Young asked about the discussion regarding shark bycatch and this motion was passed
with respect to it. Peter clarified that he is requesting information about shark bycatch
and bycatch mitigation efforts, which is beyond the information offered in the briefing
book. (Note: this motion also appears in the minutes on page 90 in the section it pertained
to.) ‘

11) Motion: Directs staff to revise all references in Council recommendations
relating to the 146th Council meeting, and refer instead to the October 2009 Council
meeting, except those recommendations that refer specifically to the Council meeting via
teleconference.

Motioned by Duerr, seconded by Torres.
Motion carried; Thiclen was absent.

Martin asked for a motion that would revise all references to the 146™ meeting to be the
October 2009 meeting so as not to get it confused with the next teleconference meeting.
Hearing no other business Martin concluded the 145th meeting of the Western Pacific
Regional Fisheries Management Council.

(Council Meeting adjourned.)

111 3/4/2010








