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Annual Catch Limits among Key Issues to be Addressed by Fisheries Scientists 

 
HONOLULU (21 June 2010) The group of  scient ists  who advise the Western Paci f ic  Regional  
Fishery Management Counci l  wi l l  meet June 22-24, 2010, at  the New Otani  Hotel ,  Honolulu,  
to make decis ions that  could have s igni f icant  impact on the amount of  f ish that  f ishermen can 
catch in the US Paci f ic  Is lands.  The Scient i f ic  and Stat is t ical  Commit tee (SSC) wi l l  consider 
methods to set  annual  catch l imi ts (ACLs) for  species caught in the exclusive economic zone 
waters of  the Western Paci f ic  Region,  which span 3 to 200 mi les of fshore of  Hawai i ,  
American Samoa and Guam and 0 to 200 mi les of fshore of  the Commonwealth of  the 
Northern Mariana Is lands (CNMI) and eight  US Paci f ic  Remote Is land Areas.  
 
The need to set  ACLs for  a l l  species in federal  f isher ies (both targeted and non-targeted 
stocks) by 2011 was establ ished by Congress in the 2006 reauthor ized Magnuson-Stevens 
Fishery Conservat ion and Management Act .  Species that  are exempt are those managed 
internat ional ly and those that  are considered ecosystem species,  i .e. ,  species that  are not  
caught or  targeted. The SSC is expected to provide recommendat ions regarding the cr i ter ia 
for  determining the status of  the stocks as wel l  as the maximum sustainable y ie ld for  each 
species.  The biggest  chal lenge for  the scient ists is  to meet these object ives for  the 
thousands of  f ish species that  are part  of  the coral  reef  ecosystems of  the US Paci f ic  
Is lands,  especial ly  as the scient i f ic  data on the vast  major i ty  of  these species is l imi ted or 
lacking.  Another hurdle is  addressing species that  inhabi t  waters that  fa l l  under the 
jur isdict ion of  both the federal  government and the state/ terr i tor ia l  government.   
 
Current ly,  there are two f isher ies for  which ACLs have been set .  The main Hawai ian Is lands 
bottomfish f ishery,  which is managed jo int ly by the federal  government and the State of  
Hawai i ,  and the longl ine caught b igeye tuna f ishery,  which is managed by the federal  
government consistent  wi th the measures of  internat ional  regional  f ishery management 
organizat ions,  such as the Western and Central  Paci f ic  Fisher ies Commission (WCPFC).  
 
Other major agenda i tems to be considered by the SSC and the Counci l  inc lude Hawai i  
longl ine catch l imi t  for  b igeye tuna and t r ip catch l imi t  for  swordf ish,  Hawai i  bot tomfish 
essent ia l  f ish habi tat  and total  a l lowable catch,  American Samoa longl ine l imi ted entry 
program, marine nat ional  monuments,  aquacul ture management and WCPFC transshipment 
measures.  For more informat ion or the agendas, v is i t  www.wpcounci l .org or emai l  
info.wpcounci l@noaa.gov;  ph.  (808) 522-8220, or  fax (808) 522-8226. 
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SSC members:  Dr.  Stewar t  A l len (NOAA Paci f ic  Is lands F isher ies  Sc ience Center  (PIFSC)) ,  Dr .  
Jud i th  Amesbury (Micrones ian Archeolog ica l  Research Serv ices) ,  Dr .  Br ian Bowen (Hawai i  Ins t i tu te  
o f  Mar ine Bio logy) ,  Dr .  Paul  Cal laghan (Univers i ty o f  Guam ret i red) ,  Dr .  Frank A.  Camacho (Guam 
Communi ty Col lege) ,  Dr .  Mi lan i  Chaloupka (Univers i ty o f  Queensland) ,  Dr .  Char les Daxboeck 
(B ioDax Consul t ing Tahi t i ) ,  Dr .  R ichard Der iso ( In ter -Amer ican Trop ica l  Tuna Commiss ion) ,  Dr .  John 
Hampton (Secretar ia t  o f  the Pac i f ic  Communi ty) ,  Dr .  P ier re  K le iber  (NMFS PIFSC),  Dr .  Donald  
Kobayashi  (NOAA PIFSC),  Dr .  Mol ly Lutcavage (Univers i ty o f  New Hampshi re) ,  Dr .  Min l ing Pang 
(NOAA PIFSC),  Dr .  Dan Polhemus (US F ish & Wi ld l i fe  Serv ice) ,  Dr .  Mar lowe Sabater  (Amer ican 
Samoa Mar ine and Wi ld l i fe  Resources Depar tment) ,  Dr .  Cra ig  Severance (Univers i ty o f  Hawai i  a t  H i lo  
re t i red) ,  Dr .  John Siber t  (Pe lag ic  F isher ies  Research Program),  Dr .  Rober t  Sk i l lman (NMFS PIFSC 
ret i red)  and Mr.  Michael  T r iann i  (Nor thern Mar iana Is lands Div is ion of  F ish & Wi ld l i fe) .  


