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COUNCIL DEVELOPS ARCHIPELAGIC
FISHERY ECOSYSTEM PLANS
F O R

T H E

W E S T E R N

P A C I F I C

I

n an effort to conserve the structure and
function of marine ecosystems, as well as
to conserve fishery resources, the Western
Pacific Fishery Management Council is
working to manage these resources on an
archipelagic basis, and is developing fisheries
ecosystem plans for each geographic area
within its jurisdiction. The Council will apply
this approach to the Hawaiian Archipelago,
Mariana Islands Archipelago, Samoa Islands
Archipelago and the U.S. Pacific Remote
Islands, which include Kingman Reef,
Palmyra and Johnson Atolls, and Wake,
Howland, Baker and Jarvis Islands.
The Council first began incorporating such
approaches to Western Pacific fisheries management through its 2001 Fishery
Management Plan for Coral Reef Ecosystems
of the Western Pacific Region (CRE-FMP),
which is the first such plan for fisheries developed in the U.S. Evolving from the
CRE-FMP, archipelagic-based plans would
include and manage together insular fishery
resources such as bottomfish, crustaceans, reef
fish and certain precious corals. Similarly
migratory species, such as swordfish and
tunas, would be managed together under a

R E G I O N

Pacific pelagics fishery management plan that would consider
the range of areas and habitats in
which these species are found.
“Understanding the rhythmic
natural cycles going on in the environment is
the key to this type of management
approach,” said Paul Bartram, a local fisherman and fisheries consultant. “We can create
a baseline for effective management, because
we’ve learned that ‘one size does not fit all.”
The Council will begin the process with programmatic Environmental Impact Statements
which will examine a number of ecosystem
approaches to management. Scoping meetings
on this issue will be held throughout the
Western Pacific region to gather public comments and suggestions on the issue.
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Richard Shiroma
The Council was deeply saddened at the loss
of its Advisory Panel Chair, Richard Shiroma,
who was recently lost at sea while fishing off
Oahu. Compounding the poignancy of the
loss was that Richard was at sea to provide
fish for a reception hosted during the 123rd
From left top: Richard, Stephanie,
Council meeting. Shiroma’s boat, Bingo Too,
Suzanne, Sandy; bottom: Cara, John
washed ashore on the evening of Wednesday,
and Noelani
July 16th, with the motor still running and a
large marlin roped to the stern, but no sign of Richard. An extensive search
over several days conducted by the Hawaii Fire Department, the US Coast
Guard and fishermen sadly failed to find Richard. A memorial service was held
on June 25th, at which family, friends and colleagues shared their sense of loss
and memories of Richard.

— IN MEMORIAM

Richard was a tireless advocate for
recreational fishing, but bore no animus to
the commercial fishing sector, and possessed
a commercial license in case he had a good
day on the water. Richard saw that the
polarization of commercial and recreational
fishing into opposing camps could
ultimately only hurt both sectors. Richard
was also concerned about the future of
fishery resources and their conservation.
Richard accompanied the Council’s Executive
Director on a trip to Palmyra Atoll with the
Nature Conservancy, where to his surprise the
Richard with
sheer abundance of fish exhausted even his boundless
a fine catch
capacity for fishing. Richard was very impressed with the
Conservancy’s plans for Palmyra and joined the organization on his return to
Honolulu. For these reasons, Richard was the ideal candidate to become vice
chair and ultimately the overall chair of the Council’s Advisory Panel.

Richard joined the Council Family as a recreational member of the Pelagics
Advisory Panel in 1998 and was asked to chair the Council’s Recreational
Fisheries Data Task Force, first convened in September 1999. Richard chaired
the Task Force for two years, during it’s discussion of recreational fish data
gathering, a challenging issue. Thanks to Richard’s leadership in bringing state In recognition of Richard’s contribution to the Council, the Council
and federal agencies together in 2000, we how have good information on the members have created a memorial trophy in Richard’s name, to be awarded to
volume of recreational fishing in Hawaii.
those Council Family members who have provided distinguished service to
the Western Pacific Council.
He believed in the inclusive nature of the Council process and as an active
fisherman he brought the concerns of recreational fishermen to the Council.

NEW MEASURES IN BAJA CALIFORNIA, MEXICO TO CONSERVE
NORTH PACIFIC LOGGERHEAD TURTLES
In recent decades the
North Pacific loggerhead
turtle population has
undergone a significant
and rapid decline. A
leading source of
mortality is the Baja
California halibut coastal
gillnet fishery in Mexico.
Raising awareness and working with Mexican
fishers to develop mortality reduction solutions
is essential to promote recovery of this stock.
This project is one of five conservation measures
which have been incorporated into the Council’s
fishery management regime to mitigate impacts
and promote recovery of Pacific sea turtles.
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The Council’s turtle program coordinator, Irene
Kinan, with Dr. Wallace J. Nichols and Hoyt
Peckman from the Blue Ocean Institute (BOI),
recently convened a series of workshops with
members from halibut fishing communities at
Isla Magdalena and Lopez Mateos. The April
2004 workshops sought to assess the willingness
and interest level of fishers and their
communities, and to reach consensus on
methods and strategies to reduce turtle poaching
and halibut fishery bycatch. According to Dr.
Nichols (BOI project leader), education and
awareness, as well as interpersonal relationships
built on trust and consistency, are all critical
components of this project.
The workshops culminated in eight working
groups who shared enthusiasm to promote new
fishery methods to reduce incidental bycatch of
loggerheads. Measures suggested by fishers
include: the use of nets only out to 20 fathoms;
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time/area closures at 23 fathoms; limits on net
sizes, placements and locations; and the use of
bottom-set lines.
Upcoming project activities will promote
education, outreach and awareness to reduce
consumption of loggerhead and green sea
turtles; place trained observers on some pangas
(small fishing vessels) to document catch and
bycatch and teach resuscitation practices; and
continue monitoring mortality rates, feeding
ecology, satellite tracking, and population
demographics.
Further refinement of this project is expected
over the next several months. It is expected to
include additional conservation strategies such
as “green market” opportunities in San Diego
and Los Angeles, a community enforcement
program, and expansion of sea turtle ecotourism
and aquaculture opportunities.

OCEAN POLICY BLUEPRINT CALLS FOR NATIONAL BALANCE
Teams. Prior to this review, as part of the agenda at its
next meeting, the SSC would like to review and comment
on those sections of the SOPP and any other documents
which relate to SSC composition and function.

The U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy has released its
preliminary report which is available online at
http://oceancommission.gov. The report calls for a national
policy toward ocean governance that carefully balances
use with sustainability, is based on sound science, and
moves toward an ecosystem-based management
approach. The proposed blueprint comes after the most
comprehensive review of the nation’s oceans and coasts
since the Stratton Commission report 35 years ago.

It is strongly believed that implementation of the conflict
of interest clause, as envisaged in Ocean Commission
recommendation 19-1, would hamper the effectiveness of
the SSC. The conflict of interest clause, as written, would
prevent membership of scientists from the Western Pacific
who would be valuable to SSC deliberations. Furthermore,
the SSC believes that there are many potential conflicts of
interest, not just those related to the fisheries industry
sector. For example, agency scientists, NGO scientists,
industry scientists, private consultants and academics all
have potential conflicts of interest. Because the Western
Pacific community of fisheries scientists is relatively small
and stable over time, the SSC members are well aware of
potential conflict of interest among colleagues.
Professional integrity and peer influence have been
successful in dealing with conflicts of interest when they
arise during SSC deliberations.

The over-arching theme of the Commission’s preliminary
recommendations is ecosystem-based management. The
Commission concluded that ocean and coastal resources
must be managed to reflect the complex interrelationships
among the ocean, land, air, and all living creatures,
including humans, and consider interactions among the
multiple activities that affect entire systems.

The Council and its SSC do not support compensation to
members, and believe that the money can be better spent
elsewhere, for example hiring interns to assist during SSC
meetings, or equipment and travel for SSC members.

The Council and its Scientific and Statistical Committee
(SSC) agree with many of the points raised in the Ocean
Commission report, but makes the following observations:

system in the Western Pacific Region.

O.C. Recommendation 19-8: NMFS should require all
saltwater anglers to purchase licenses to improve data
collection on recreational fishing - especially in fisheries
where recreational fishing is a larger part of the catch or
The WPRFMC has been advancing the concept of
ecosystem-based management for several years. It was the where recreational fishermen regularly exceed their quota.
first Council to develop an ecosystem-based fishery
The Council and its SSC support the implementation of
management plan, the Coral Reef Ecosystem – Fishery
saltwater recreational fishing permits, though there are
Management Plan, and is taking the next logical step, to
concerns regarding the source, magnitude and stability of
develop archipelagic fishery ecosystem plans (cover story). resources necessary to implement such a permitting

O.C. Recommendation 19–1. Congress should amend the
Magnuson–Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act and related statutes to require Regional
Fishery Management Councils (RFMCs) and interstate
fisheries commissions to rely on their Scientific and
Statistical Committees (SSCs), incorporating SSC findings
and advice into the decision-making process. In keeping
with this stronger role, SSC members should meet more
stringent scientific and conflict of interest requirements,
and receive compensation.
The Council will hold an external review of the
membership composition, function and effectiveness of its
science advisory bodies, in particular, the SSC and the Plan

O.C. Recommendation 19-11: Congress should assign
jurisdiction for fish that share state and federal waters
based primarily on the proportion of catch taken.
Interstate commissions should manage nearshore fish that
cross between states. A lead Council should be assigned
for fish that cross between regions. No changes for HMS.
Given the importance of pelagic fisheries (HMS) to both
the Western Pacific and Pacific Councils, and given that
some fishermen fish in both jurisdictions, the Council and
its SSC recommend formal and continuous exchange
between the two Councils, their committees and a
subsidiary body regarding the conduct of issues relating to
pelagic fisheries. Furthermore, there may be binding
conditions imposed on HMS stocks under international
management regimes.

O.C. Recommendation 19-2: SSCs should be required to
provide the Council with the scientific information
necessary to make fishery management decisions.
O.C. Recommendation 19-3: Each RFMC should be
immediately required to set harvest limits at or below
biological catch as determined by its SSC.
O.C. Recommendation 19-4: NMFS and the Councils and
fishery commissions should develop a process to peer
review scientific information generated by the SSCs.
O.C. Recommendation 19-5: Deadlines should be set for
the SSC to determine total allowable biological catch, if
they don’t meet them then NMFS should do it.
O.C. Recommendation 19-6: Once the ABC is set, Councils
should have a limited time to recommend adequate
management measures, if they don’t then NMFS should
close the fishery until something adequate is
recommended.
With respect to Ocean Commission recommendations 192, 19-3, 19-4, 19-5 and 19-6, the Council and its SSC are
concerned that the focus on Allowable Biological Catches
(ABCs) indicates that the Commission=s primary interest is
on quota management. Having only quota management
would unnecessarily limit the range of measures available
to the Council to effectively manage the resources. With
respect to HMS stocks there may be binding management
measures other than ABCs imposed under international
management regimes. Furthermore, regarding
recommendation 19-6, we believe that the mandatory
suspension of fishing in the absence of an approved FMP
is draconian, and would have enormous negative social,
cultural and economic impacts on Pacific island
communities. In our experience, delays in FMP
implementation have seldom been the result of the
Council=s failure to complete an FMP or an FMP
amendment in a timely manner.
O.C. Recommendation 19-23: Dept. of State should
encourage all countries to ratify the Fish Stocks Agreement
and the FAO’s Compliance Agreement. We should
condition foreign access to our EEZ resources on
ratification and also seek other incentives.
O.C. Recommendation 19-24: Congress should fund,
review, update, and harmonize existing international
commitments and agreements.
The Council and its SSC fully support these
recommendations, and encourage the Commission to
recommend to Congress that it ratify the convention for
the Western Central Pacific Fishery Management
Commission, and provide Congressional funding support.

N E W F I S H E RY C O M M I S S I O N S E T T O M E E T I N D E C E M B E R

T

he Inaugural Session of the Commission for the Conservation and
Management of Highly Migratory Fish Stocks in the Western and
Central Pacific Ocean is set for the week beginning December 6
and is to be hosted by the Federated States of Micronesia. The main purpose of the meeting is to formally adopt the final report and recommendations of the preparatory conference, conclude the business of the conference and deal with any unfinished business.
The draft agenda also calls for a discussion of sustainability concerns and
the consideration of management options for bigeye and yellowfin tuna to
address potential overfishing and alleviate over-fished stock conditions. The

key question will be “Which management options provide the most
effective means of ensuring that fishing mortality of yellowfin and bigeye
are not increased and, if necessary, of achieving a reduction in fishing
mortality?”
Another area of international concern is the Taiwanese fishing industry’s
dramatic increase in its purse seine and longline fishing capacity through
the use of flags of convenience (FOC). While restraints placed on all other
major fishing fleets have maintained or reduced their fishing capacities, it is
reported that Taiwanese companies have circumvented controls by the use
of FOC to exceed their allowable fishing capacity for tunas in the
Convention Area.
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FISHERY COUNCILS MEET MANAGEMENT PRAISED
The eight regional Fishery Councils, NOAA
Fisheries Regional and Headquarters staff, and
legislators came together at the annual Council
Chairs and Executive Directors Meeting held April
13 to 15 on Kauai. Hawaii Senator Daniel K
Inouye and Congressman Wayne T Gilchrest of
Maryland were featured speakers.
“Our fisheries have reopened under new regulations
and I think you’ve demonstrated that you were
correct, because the regulations are not one-sided,”
Inouye said. “They do not place endangered sea turtles or albatross at
undue risk. They don’t allow for the wholesale and uncontrolled
exploitation of the seas. In fact, the new regulations are just the opposite.
It is a result of collaboration and public review. And for that, I commend
all of you because they are the model for responsible fishery
management. They adopt new technologies that allow a fisherman to
earn a living while minimizing their impact in the ocean.”
Senator Daniel K Inouye

Senator Inouye is Ranking Minority Member of the Senate
Appropriations Subcommittee on Defense, Commerce, Justice, State and
the Judiciary, Foreign Operations, Homeland Security, Labor, Health
and Human Services and Education, Military Construction. He is also
ranking member on the Senate Commerce, Science and Transportation
Subcommittee on Surface Transportation and Merchant Marine,
Aviation, Communications, Oceans, Fisheries and Coast Guard.

Congressman Gilchrest also praised the
management process.
“The Council system is democracy of the
intellect,” Gilchrest said. “It pulls together the
various views, perspectives and experiences to
basically debate through the process and
Representative Wayne T Gilchrest somehow in the miracle of creation, what
bubbles up to the top is the best. You can’t
have the best unless you have this type of democratic system where you
will exchange information and have a sense of tolerance for somebody
else’s opinion.
“I want to once again tell you that we strongly believe in a management
council system. We strongly believe in the diversity of initiative and
ingenuity. It is the collective ingenuity of individuals that makes us
successful at what we do and it is all of you that we rely upon as a
partner with NMFS, NOAA and the fishermen.”
Representative Gilchrest is Chairman of the House Resources
Subcommittee on Fisheries, Conservation, Wildlife and Oceans, member
of the House Science Subcommittee on the Environment, Technology
and Standards, and member of the House Transportation and
Infrastructure Subcommittee on Coast Guard and Maritime
Transportation, Water Resources and the Environment.

PROGRESS REPORT AVAILABLE FREE TO THE PUBLIC ONLINE
“Managing Our Nation’s Fisheries: Past, Present, and Future,”
a 254-page report on the progress made toward improving the
health of marine fisheries resources and securing their long-term
viability, is now available to the public online at
www.managingfisheries.org. The document was produced
following a National Fisheries Conference convened by the eight
Regional Fishery Management Councils and NOAA Fisheries and
held last November in Washington, D.C., to review and evaluate
the nation’s domestic fishery management programs.
These conference proceedings provide a region-by-region report
card on the management of U.S. marine

fisheries, and contain summaries of 10 panel discussions on
contemporary issues such as fisheries governance, bycatch, fish
habitat, community considerations, and ecosystem-based
approaches, as well as how ecosystem considerations are currently
being incorporated into fishery management decisions.
“We hope that this document will be extremely useful in charting
the course of future U.S. fishery management policy, including
implementation of the recent recommendations of the U.S.
Commission on Ocean Policy and pending reauthorization of the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act”
said Chris Oliver, Executive Director of the North Pacific Fishery
Management Council, and primary organizer of the
national event.
Under the current fisheries management
process, decisions on how to best manage
the fisheries are made at the regional level
with consideration of appropriate scientific
expertise and direct participation by the
affected industry and the public. The U.S.
Commission on Ocean Policy, which recently
undertook a comprehensive review of ocean
policy, supports this.
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YO U R

P F A DL E G A L ?

The U.S. Coast Guard is cautioning fishermen who deploy
private fish aggregating devices (PFADs) in waters off Hawaii
about the potential hazard to navigation and protected marine
species posed by these devices. When considering the
deployment of PFADs, owners must consider the following
questions:
• What is the location of the PFAD? Before deploying a PFAD
within three miles of land, the owner must apply for permits
from the Army Corps of Engineers, the Hawaii Department
of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR), and the Hawaii
Coastal Zone Management office. If deploying a PFAD
beyond three miles of land, the owner must contact the U.S.
Coast Guard for advice and obtain a statement of
consistency from the Hawaii Coastal Zone Management
office.
• Is the PFAD a potential hazard or aid to navigation? The
owner must contact the U.S. Coast Guard to determine the
answer to this question. Failure to do so can result in
removal at the owner’s expense.

Contact Information:

• Does the PFAD and associated gear have the potential to
entangle protected marine species? The owner must consult
with the NOAA Fisheries Pacific Islands Regional Office
(PIRO) Protected Resources Division to ensure that the
design of their PFAD is safe for protected species.

Army Corps of Engineers: 438-7701
DLNR (Division of Aquatic Resources): 587-0100
Hawaii Coastal Zone Management: 587-2878
U.S. Coast Guard (14th District Commander): 541-2320
PIRO (Protected Resources Division): 973-2937

GUAM FISHERMEN BEGIN FISHERY DATA SURVEY
orking with an artisanal fishery that blends subsistence, recreational and commercial purposes, as
well as a fleet of marina-berthed charter vessels, the
Guam Fishermen’s Cooperative Association (GFCA) has
launched a Volunteer Fishery Data Collection Survey. In
partnership with the Guam Division of Aquatics &
Wildlife (DAWR), the Western Pacific Fishery
Information Network (WpacFin) and the Western Pacific
Fishery Management Council, the survey is a pilot project under the Council’s Community Development
Program (CDP) to gather fishery data reported by the
small boat fleet.

W

WpacFin developed the survey forms and process to
complement current creel and vendor survey programs
already in place. According to WpacFin’s David Hamm,
this data would increase the accuracy of the expansion
of the creel samples into fleet-wide estimates.

history of catch and participation levels for any future
allocations; to help identify reasons for changes
occurring in marine resources; to assess the status of
fish stocks; to show how regulations are impacting the
fisheries; to understand fishery dynamics (how fisheries
change over time); and to allow fishery managers to
develop sensible regulations based on accurate
information.
The Council has set up a database for the survey and
will provide funding and administrative services,
coordinate education and outreach services, and assist
in overall monitoring of the survey process.
“This project allows the fishermen to demonstrate their
interest in participating in the Council’s conservation
and management process and provides an alternative to
federal permits,” said Manny Duenas, president of
GFCA and a Guam Council member.

The Guam Fishing Community and Volunteer Fishery
Data Collection surveys are expected to provide a
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NEW MEASURES FOR CNMI BOTTOMFISH

W

ith new federal measures restricting vessels over
50 feet in length from fishing within 50 miles
of Guam’s shores, small vessel fishermen in the
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands
(CNMI) are increasingly concerned that Guam-based vessels might shift their fishing activities to CNMI waters.
The resulting increase in effort could adversely impact
CNMI fisherman, a concern that has increased local interest in regulatory measures for the area’s bottomfish fishery.

Other management options discussed include: federal
logbooks; bottomfish sales transactions reporting; vessel
monitoring systems to provide information about position
and movement; fishing gear limits, and limiting access to
the fishery.

The Council’s overall
management goals are
to ensure that adequate
information is
Traditionally, CNMI’s small fishing vessels take single-day routinely collected on
the bottomfish fishery
or overnight trips to target shallow and deep water
around CNMI; to
bottomfish species. These subsistence, recreational and
maintain opportunities
small-scale commercial vessels usually ply the waters
around Saipan, Tinian and Rota. While bottomfish stocks for small-scale
around CNMI appear healthy, there are gaps in historical commercial,
recreational, and
data collection and monitoring programs.
subsistence bottomfish
During public scoping meetings held in 2003, potential
fishermen; to provide
measures discussed included a prohibition on bottomfish for sustained community participation in the fishery; and
fishing by all large vessels within 50 nautical miles of
to encourage consistent availability of CNMI bottomfish
Saipan, Tinian and Rota. Additionally, there was support products to consumers.
for closures extended to Guguan, with the islands above
Guguan remaining open to all vessels.

FIRST LONGLINE FISHERY IN THE PACIFIC
NEW METHODS TO PROTECT TURTLES

TO

USE

The Western Pacific Council announced the re-opening of the
Hawaii swordfish fishery at a March press conference. The
announcement followed adoption of a management regime
that requires the use of large 18.0 circle hooks, mackerel-type
bait, limitations on interactions with leatherback and
loggerhead turtles, and 100% observer coverage.

Eric Gilman, Fisheries Bycatch Program Manager for the Blue
Ocean Institute, stated that a partnership with the Hawaii
Longline Association is helping to reduce seabird bycatch by
Hawaii-based longline vessels. For example, trials with various
techniques reveal that setting lines from a vessel’s side, rather
than the stern, greatly reduces longline and seabird interactions.

Dr Bill Hogarth stated that “while we are reopening the
swordfish fishery, it is being done with the utmost caution and
with significant safeguards to ensure continued sea turtle
conservation. These include the strict caps on the number of sea
turtle interactions and a limit on swordfish sets that can be
made each season”. He praised all the individuals concerned
who had worked on developing the swordfish management
measures, including the Council, NOAA Fisheries and
environmental NGOs.

Gilman noted that the Hawaii longline swordfish fleet will
employ the best available turtle bycatch mitigation methods,
but that additional research is needed to refine, improve and
confirm their effectiveness. He was cautiously optimistic that
seabird and sea turtle mortalities can be reduced to insignificant
levels in Pacific longline fisheries with further research and
commercial demonstrations, as well as international
cooperation.

Kimberly Davis, a World Wildlife Fund representative,
congratulated the Council and the National Marine Fisheries
Service for their progress in mitigating the impacts of longline
fishing on sea turtles and called for their continued leadership
in this effort. Davis noted that sea turtle conservation must be a
comprehensive approach that reduces longline bycatch
throughout the Pacific while also addressing threats from
hunting and the unsustainable collection of turtle eggs.
Left to right: Eric Gilman, Martin Hall, Roy Morioka, Kimberly
Davis, Bill Hogarth, Kitty Simonds, Jim Cook and Chris Boggs.
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The Council Seeks Advisory Panel Members for 2005/6
The Western Pacific Regional Fishery
Management Council is seeking members
to serve on its Advisory Panel for the 20052006 term. Advisors provide advice on all
aspects of the region’s fisheries and suggest
management strategies. The term will start
January 1, 2005. Panels meet two to three
times per year. Positions are voluntary (not
paid). However, members are reimbursed
for travel related expenses to and from
meetings.
Anyone can apply. However, the Council
specifically seeks participation from
fishermen, members of fishery related
industries, and other individuals from
fishery or marine related organizations
actively participating in their respective
fields. Applicants will be considered based
on: (1) Present or recent activity in
recreational, commercial or subsistence
fishing; (2) Present or recent involvement in
the buying, processing or marketing sectors
of the fishing industry and/or involvement

in conservation or management
organizations, fishing clubs or other
organized groups concerned with marine
or fisheries issues; (3) Willingness to play an
active role in fisheries management; and (4)
Ability to dedicate time for fishery
document review and participate in panel
meetings. Membership is limited.

Pacific Islands Fishery News
is published by the Western
Pacific Fishery Management
Council, 1164 Bishop St., Suite
1400, Honolulu, HI 96813.
All rights reserved. Unsolicited
material will not be returned
unless accompanied by a selfaddressed stamped envelope.

The 4 Advisory Panels are: 1) Commercial
handline, pole and line, longline, trap,
precious coral, etc.; 2) Recreational including charter boat fisheries; 3)
Subsistence/Indigenous; and 4) Ecosystems
and Habitat.

Telephone: +1 808 522-8220
Fax: +1 808 522-8226
Email: info.wpcouncil@noaa.gov
http://www.wpcouncil.org
Chair

To apply, complete an Advisory Panel
application form and send it to the Council
by close of day September 15, 2004. Get
your form by calling the Council at (808)
522-8220; Fax (808) 522-8226; or off the
Council’s web page www.wpcouncil.org
Send completed forms to: Western Pacific
Fishery Management Council; 1164 Bishop
Street, Suite 1400; Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Roy Morioka
(Hawaii)

Vice Chairs
Frank McCoy
(American Samoa)
Manuel Duenas
(Guam)
Frank Farm (Hawaii)
Benigno Sablan
(Northern Mariana
Islands)
Executive Director
Kitty M. Simonds

COUNCIL CONVENES THE 2ND WESTERN
PACIFIC SEA TURTLE WORKSHOP

O

ver the past few years, the Council in partnership with the National Marine Fisheries Service, has taken a proactive
role in sea turtle conservation and research in the Western Pacific region. To continue momentum, collaboration and
to promote recovery of endangered Pacific sea turtles, the second Western Pacific Sea Turtle Cooperative Research &
Management Workshop convened May 17-21, 2004. The focus of the workshop was Southwest Pacific Hawksbills and
Western Pacific Leatherbacks. The workshop provided a forum to exchange the most current population information,
identify anthropogenic threats to nesting and foraging habitats, review data gathering techniques, and standardize research
methodologies. Recommendations developed from the workshop will be used to help direct research, conservation and
recovery efforts, and assist with future management decisions concerning both hawksbill and leatherback nesting stocks in
the Western Pacific region.

Hawksbill photo courtesy of Ursula Keuper Bennett

Leatherback turtle workshop group photo. From
left to right, top to bottom: Tetsuya Kawashima,
Rodney Galama, Scott
Benson, Tina Fahy, Liu ChiChao, Yoshi Matsuzawa,
George Petro, Hiroyuki
Suganuma, Jeanne Mortimer, Hideki Nakano, Ken MacKay, Levi Ambio, Karol Kisokau, Tomo
Eguchi, Vagi Rei, Irene Kinan, George Balazs, Anne Trevor, Taro Takeshita, Kitty Simonds, Creusa
Hitipeuw, Peter Dutton, John Pita, John Senego, and Heidi Gjertsen. Not pictured are: Jacob
Bakarbessy, Mike McCoy, and Milani Chaloupka.
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COUNCIL CALENDAR
AUGUST
2-10 Hawaiian International
Billfish Tournament,
Kona
10

Hawaiian International
Billfish Tournament
Science Night, Kona

Advisory Council
Meeting (TBA)
OCTOBER
5-7
87th Scientific and
Statistical Committee
Meeting, New Otani
Hotel, Honolulu

10-12 Marine Fisheries Advisory
Committee, Juneau

12-15 124th Council Meeting,
Pagoda Hotel, Honolulu

9-21

14-24 North Pacific Marine
Science Organization
(PICES) 13th Annual
Meeting, Hawaii
Convention Center,
Honolulu

17th Meeting of the
Standing Committee on
Tuna and Billfish, Majuro

30-9/3 4th SPC Heads of
Fisheries Meeting,
Noumea
SEPTEMBER
14-15 12th US Coral Reef Task
Force Meeting, Miami
Beach, Florida
21-23 Marine Protected Areas
Federal Advisory
Committee Meeting,
Maui
29

20-21 NWHI Coral Reef
Ecosystem Reserve
Advisory Council
Meeting (TBA)

2-4

NWHI Science
Symposium, Hawaii
Convention Center,
Honolulu

Mahi Chowder

4th International
Fisheries Observer
Conference, Sydney

15-19 34th SPC Committee of
Representatives of
Governments and
Administrations,
Noumea
30-12/3UN FAO Technical
Consultation on Sea
Turtles, Bangkok
DECEMBER
6-8
Hawaii Coastal Zone
Management Program
Summit to Sea
Conference, Honolulu
6-7

NOVEMBER
TBA IAC Scientific Committee,
San Jose, Costa Rica

NWHI Coral Reef
Ecosystem Reserve

Recipe

8-11

8-10

Preparatory Conference
for the Commission for
the Conservation and
Management of Highly
Migratory Fish Stocks in
the Western and Central
Pacific VII, Pohnpei

Management of Highly
Migratory Fish Stocks in
the Western and Central
Pacific Ocean, Pohnpei,
FSM
JANUARY
18-22 25th Annual Symposium
on Sea Turtle Biology
and Conservation,
Savannah, GA
26-27 NWHI Coral Reef
Ecosystem Reserve
Advisory Council
Meeting (TBA)
FEBRUARY
7-11 Ecosystem Based
Management Workshop,
Council Office, Honolulu
22-24 88th Scientific and
Statistical Committee
Meeting (TBA)

Inaugural Session of the
Commission for
Conservation and

(Serves 4-5)

INGREDIENTS

PREPARATION

1 pound fresh mahimahi fillet
2 cups cubed, pared potatoes
2 teaspoon salt
_ teaspoon pepper
3 slices bacon
_ cup chopped onion
2 cups milk
3 tablespoons flour

Cook potatoes in 2 cups water for 5 minutes. Cook bacon
until crisp. Drain and crumble. Reserve drippings. Cook
onion in drippings. Add crumbled bacon, onion, salt, and
pepper to potato mixture. Cut mahimahi into 2-inch
cubes, add to mixture and simmer for 5 minutes. Slowly
blend milk into flour, add to chowder stirring constantly
until mixture thickens.

Western Pacific Fishery Management Council
1164 Bishop Street, Suite 1400
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 USA

