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The Hawaii small boat fishery is complex and comprised of diverse fishing activities and motivation. The small
boat fishery typically means vessels under 40 feet and consists of commercial and non-commercial (recreational,
subsistence, artisanal, sustenance, etc.) sectors. This fishery supports small-scale fishing businesses and local
seafood production and is important in the continuation of traditional fishing practices in Hawaii.


Both commercial and non‐commercial sectors represented with vessels
fishing mainly for pelagic species, but also includes bo omfish and coral
reef fishes.



Fishery consists of trailered boats that u lize public access at small boat
harbors across the State, and typically range from 12 to 37 feet in length.



Gears and methods primarily include trolling and handline, with
specialized handline methods of Ika Shibi and Palu Ahi almost exclusively
used by commercial fishermen.



The fishery operates in both state waters (0‐3 miles) and Federal waters
(3‐200 miles) with oﬀshore areas such as Cross Seamount and Middle Bank
important for the handline fisheries, as well as at NOAA weather buoys
throughout the archipelago



Fish caught in the small‐boat fishery stays in Hawaii, feeing families, community members, and visitors.



There are over 1,000 State of Hawaii‐issued commercial licenses issued in Hawaii for the commercial small boat
fishery and may be at least equal, if not more par cipa on by the non‐commercial fishery. The State of Hawaii
doe not require permits/licenses or logbooks for non‐commercial fishing.
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Small Boat Fishery Sta s cs


Small boat fishery has averaged over 5.5 Million pounds in landings from 2003‐2013, with an average revenue
of over $11 Million.



Trolling is the primary gear type for the small boat fishery, followed by handline and other gears.



Tunas (yellowfin, bigeye, skipjack, and albacore) comprise the majority of the catch, but Billfish (Blue Marlin,
Striped Marlin, Swordfish, Other Marlins), and Other Pelagics (mahimahi, ono, moonfish, pomfret, sharks, and
oilfish) are also a large part of the fishery.

Social and Economic Considera ons


Fishermen are heavily invested in the small boat fishery as boats, gear and trip costs are expensive



Many part‐ me fishermen are able to cover costs through the sale of fish, while full me commercial fisher‐
ment depend on the sales of fish for their livelihood.



Increasing costs and regula ons (prohibi ons, closed areas, etc) may cause fishermen to either switch target
species, take fewer trips, or switch fishing gears/methods



Covering costs may also cause an increase in percent of catch sold, which removes a greater por on of the fish
provided to the family and community.



Small boat fisheries are dependent upon the infrastructure at harbors
and boat ramps and fishermen are concerned with the current condi‐
ons and would like to see improvements.



Some fishermen would like to see markets developed for fish that are
caught in abundance but do not receive high prices



Par cipants in the small boat fishery con nue to be concerned with the
poten al impact of future regula ons and closed areas on the fishery



The small boat fishery is con nuing to experience the loss of fishing
areas due to closures (Monuments, Sanctuaries, MPAs) which is con‐
cern for both providing fish and for con nuing tradi ons and culture.



The cost to fish (gas, maintenance, fish prices) is of concern that should
be noted to explain any declining trends in the small boat fishery.



Non‐commercial fishery sector data collected through Hawaii Marine
Recrea onal Fishing Survey (HMRFS) may not be adequate for manage‐
ment. Adjustments and review of current methods underway to
strengthen the program through the Marine Recrea onal Informa on
Program (MRIP)

Future Priori es for Hawaii Small Boat Fisheries


Improve fisheries catch data from both commercial and non‐commercial sectors and that such data is used for
management decisions



Ensure that any future regula ons are based upon the best available scien fic informa on



Avoid placing unnecessary regula ons on small boat fishermen
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