
State Authority Right.to.Fish.Language Marine.Fishing.
*Hawai‘i Haw.%Const.%

Art.%XI,%§6
"All%fisheries%in%the%sea%waters%of%the%State%not%included%in%any%fish%pond,%
artificial%enclosure%or%state>licensed%mariculture%operation%shall%be%free%to%the%
public,%subject%to%vested%rights%and%the%right%of%the%State%to%regulate%the%
same[.]"

No%license%required

Alabama Ala.%Const.%
§39.02,%
Amendment%
5

"The%people%have%a%right%to%hunt,%fish,%and%harvest%wildlife,%including%by%the%use%
of%traditional%methods,%subject%to%reasonable%regulations,%to%promote%wildlife%
conservation%and%management,%and%to%preserve%the%future%of%hunting%and%
fishing."

Fee>based%license%required

Alaska Alaska%Const.%
VIII,%§15

"No%exclusive%right%or%special%privilege%of%fishery%shall%be%created%or%authorized%
in%the%natural%waters%of%the%State.%This%section%does%not%restrict%the%power%of%
the%State%to%limit%entry%into%any%fishery%for%purposes%of%resource%conservation,%
to%prevent%economic%distress%among%fishermen%and%those%dependent%upon%
them%for%a%livelihood%and%to%promote%the%efficient%development%of%aquaculture%
in%the%State."

Fee>based%license%required

California Cal.%Const.%
Art.%1,%§25

"The%people%shall%have%the%right%to%fish%upon%and%from%the%public%lands%of%the%
State%and%in%the%waters%thereof,%excepting%upon%lands%set%aside%for%fish%
hatcheries,%and%no%land%owned%by%the%State%shall%ever%be%sold%or%transferred%
without%reserving%in%the%people%the%absolute%right%to%fish%thereupon;%…%
provided,%that%the%legislature%may%by%statute,%provide%for%the%season%when%and%
the%conditions%under%which%the%different%species%of%fish%may%be%taken."

Fee>based%license%required

Florida Fla.%Stat.%
§379.104

"([T]he%Legislature%intends%that%the%citizens%of%Florida%have%a%right%to%hunt,%fish,%
and%take%game,%subject%to%the%regulations%and%restrictions%prescribed%by%
general%law%and%by%s.%9,%Art.%IV%of%the%State%Constitution."

Fee>based%license%required

Georgia Ga.%Code%
Ann.%§%27>1>
3(a)

“[T]he%General%Assembly%declares%that%Georgia%citizens%have%the%right%to%take%
fish%and%wildlife,%subject%to%the%laws%and%regulations%adopted%by%the%board%for%
the%public%good%and%general%welfare,%which%laws%and%regulations%should%be%
vigorously%enforced.”

Fee>based%license%required

Appendix F



State Authority Right.to.Fish.Language Marine.Fishing.
Louisiana La.%Const.%

Art.%I,%§27
“The%freedom%to%hunt,%fish,%and%trap%wildlife,%including%all%aquatic%life,%
traditionally%taken%by%hunters,%trappers%and%anglers,%is%a%valued%natural%
heritage%that%shall%be%forever%preserved%for%the%people.%Hunting,%fishing%and%
trapping%shall%be%managed%by%law%and%regulation%consistent%with%Article%IX,%
Section%1%of%the%Constitution%of%Louisiana%to%protect,%conserve%and%replenish%
the%natural%resources%of%the%state.”

Fee>based%license%required

Rhode.Island R.I.%Const.%
Art.%I,%§17

“The%people%shall%continue%to%enjoy%and%freely%exercise%all%the%rights%of%fishery,%
and%the%privileges%of%the%shore,%to%which%they%have%been%heretofore%entitled%
under%the%charter%and%usages%of%this%state,%including%but%not%limited%to%fishing%
from%the%shore,%the%gathering%of%seaweed,%leaving%the%shore%to%swim%in%the%sea%
and%passage%along%the%shore;%and%they%shall%be%secure%in%their%rights%to%the%use%
and%enjoyment%of%the%natural%resources%of%the%state%with%due%regard%for%the%
preservation%of%their%values;%and%it%shall%be%the%duty%of%the%general%assembly%to%
provide%for%the%conservation%of%the%air,%land,%water,%plant,%animal,%mineral%and%
other%natural%resources%of%the%state,%and%to%adopt%all%means%necessary%and%
proper%by%law%to%protect%the%natural%environment%of%the%people%of%the%state%by%
providing%adequate%resource%planning%for%the%control%and%regulation%of%the%use%
of%the%natural%resources%of%the%state%and%for%the%preservation,%regeneration%and%
restoration%of%the%natural%environment%of%the%state.”

Fee>based%license%required

South.Carolina S.C.%Art.%1,%
§25

“The%citizens%of%this%State%have%the%right%to%hunt,%fish,%and%harvest%wildlife%
traditionally%pursued,%subject%to%laws%and%regulations%promoting%sound%wildlife%
conservation%and%management%as%prescribed%by%the%General%Assembly.”

Fee>based%license%required

Virginia Va.%Const.%
Art.%XI,%§4

“The%people%have%a%right%to%hunt,%fish,%and%harvest%game,%subject%to%such%
regulations%and%restrictions%as%the%General%Assembly%may%prescribe%by%general%
law.”

Fee>based%license%required


