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Commercial

�����  full- and part-time jobs

����� million�in wages, salaries 
and self-employment income 

�����million contribution to 
the gross domestic product 

����� million in direct sales 
of fish landed and resulting 
business and household sales

Noncommercial

���  full- and part-time jobs

���� million�in wages, salaries 
and self-employment income 

����million contribution to the 
gross domestic product

����� million in direct sales 
made by angler and resulting 
sales made between businesses 
and households

Hawai‘i noncommercial fishermen 
engaged in 1.4 million angler trips 
and caught 2.8 million fish in 2016. 

Photo by @hauolivision.

*2015 values

Economic Contributions from Hawai‘i Fisheries*
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Pelagic (open ocean) 

• $1.10 per pound average tuna price (2015), 
primarily to the local cannery

• $4.7 million estimated landed value 

• 94% of landings are tuna, primarily albacore

• 4.3 million pounds harvested by 20 longliners

• 12% increase in troll and handline trips (190) 
by 12 troll and handline vessels 

• 15% decrease in troll hours, but average catch 
per troll hour up 

Bottomfish 

• 11% estimated increase in total landings of managed 
bottomfish species

• 14% increase in fishery participation 

• 85% decrease in commercial landings, indicating most 
managed bottomfish species were non-commercial

Coral Reef Fish

• Significantly higher estimated catches in the shore-
based fishery

• Increases in hook-and-line effort 

• Increases in catch rate for spear, gillnet and gleaning

• Significantly lower boat-based catch

American Samoa

Local longliners landing albacore  
to the tuna cannery at Pago Pago.

Pelagic (open ocean) 

• Primary fishery for 55% of Hawai‘i’s licensed 
fishermen (2,030 of 3,669 permits)

• Dockside value of commercial landings = $112.8 mil.

Deep 7 Bottomfish 

• Number of fish caught, weight and catch rates up

• Fishery participation and effort down

Non-Deep 7 Bottomfish 

• Effort and number of fish caught up

• Landed weight slightly down

Coral Reef Fish 

• Fishing participation and effort down except  
for the lay gillnet fishery

• Landings down for all finfish methods except  
lay gillnet and seine net

• Catch rates up for inshore handline, lay gillnet  
and seine net; down for other finfish fisheries

• Landings up for octopus; down for mollusks  
and limu

Crustaceans 

• Catch and effort up for deep-water shrimp;  
down for Kona crab and lobsters

Uku (Aprion virescens) is the dominant species caught in  
non-Deep 7 commercial bottomfish fishery.

Albacore tuna (Thunnus alalunga) claimed 79% of the 
American Samoa landings revenue.

*Trends compare 2016 performance against 2015.

Summary of the 2016 Fishery Performance in the Western Pacific Region*

Hawai‘i Primary Fishing Method and 
Gear of Pelagic Fishermen 
Licensed in 2016

Handline
15%

Longline
38%

Troll 
47%
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Pelagic

• Approximately 400 vessels, the majority less 
than 33 feet in length

• Nearly 1 million pounds estimated landings

• 21.6% increase in number of trolling trips 

• Slight decrease in trolling hours and trolling 
catch rates 

Bottomfish 

• 11% decline in commercial landings of managed 
bottomfish species 

• Fishery participation and catch rates up, but 
effort down

• Majority of fishery appears to be noncommercial

Pelagic

• 14% increase in trip numbers reported by  
63 commercial fishermen

• 37% increase in trolling hours to 19,260

• 5.1 to 5.5 hours for average trip 

Coral Reef Fish

• Fishing effort estimates generally up 

• Catch and catch rates down

• 15.9 pounds of landed fish per trolling hour

• $2.10 per pound average price for pelagic species 

• $195,155 in commercial revenues of landed pelagic fish

Bottomfish 

• Catch rates up

• Fishery participation, fishing effort and landings down 

Coral Reef Fish

• Catch rates up for boat-based trolling and shore-based 
spear and hook-and-line fishing

• Participation, effort and estimated catches down

Guam

Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands

Bonita (skipjack) comprised more than half of the Guam pelagic catch. 
Mahimahi, wahoo, yellowfin tuna and Pacific blue marlin rounded out 
the top five species. 

CNMI trolling vessel
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