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many of our Fishing Stores, Statewide,  and a some Restaurants. There is even Grand Prizes at 
the end of the year from Naoki and fishing rods made by custom rod maker, Stevie Yuh. The 
sponsor list is growing as I give you this report. The plan is to expand the Tournament to include 
Deep 7 Bottomfish, as the trolling season wanes, and eventually to have a Shoreline Tournament. 
To enter, you simply register and report all your catch and effort. The Lokahi team that includes 
the owner, Jim Hori and Co-Administrators, Clay Tam, Dean Sensui, and myself brainstormed 
this idea as a way to engage fishermen and to give them a fun and enjoyable way to give us the 
needed catch and effort data from the non-commercial sector. 
 
 The Facebook “Hawaii Fishers Feeding Families” Group page has been extremely 
successful with Matt Ramsey reporting that from April 15th till September 1st, fishers posted 
10,485 pounds of fish that have helped to feed 11,493 people during the Pandemic. The success 
of the Hawaii Fishers Feeding Families Page exemplifies the willingness of fishermen to share 
their catches with family and friends and also the catch information with the community. One 
can surmise that the unwillingness to share data with “ Government” entities such as ourselves is 
a trust issue and that is our uphill battle. We must do better, by focusing on this and establishing 
a better relationship with the fishing community. I am sorry to say that our last Fisher’s Forum 
and how we announced it, did not help the cause. Let’s do better and try to foresee the results of 
our actions. 
 
Council Member McGrew Rice 

The Hawaii charter fleet is still pretty much shut down because of the travel quarantine.  
We were able to hold our tournaments this year but with 1/3 of the entries.  The summer is our 
busiest season so this has crushed the charter fleet. Hopefully the state will open travel this fall 
so that our winter will be better for those who have survived.  

 
The harbors in Hawaii are the life blood of some of our communities the state needs to 

take more action to improve these communities. The consensus is a private- state partnership 
would work.  A proposal for paid parking at Honokohau Harbor is a major issue with the harbor 
patrons.  There are a lot of improvements that need to be done before we will accept any type of 
paid parking.  A major one is having no security at the harbor. The state needs to talk to the users 
of the harbor before they make these kinds of decisions.  They will spend more money trying to 
implement this before building proper infrastructure first with the sportfish restoration fund. 

 
The homeless problem in the Harbor has gotten out of control since the COVID-19 

pandemic.  The homeless problem at Honokohau harbor has not gotten any better they are now 
sleeping in cars walking the docks breaking into boats looking for food and drinks and stealing 
anything that is not tied down.  We have brought this issue up with DOCARE but no movement.    
This is a report from Jody Bright, Secretary of the Hawaii Big Game Fishing Club:  

 
We’ve had some issues off and on for years, but now it is chronic. They are everywhere 
and have been caught stealing many times - even trying to walk off with a portable 
generator in broad daylight!  During tournaments, we often have extra security when we 
are taking entry fees. This summer, I went to go home after a long and day and had to 
wait in the parking lot until me female assistant also left, to insure her safety because 
homeless males were loitering around. I had to do this a number of times this summer. 
This is a first! 
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At the Hawaii Big Game Fishing Club we have had to run off homeless squatting under 
our pavilion a number of times. They continue to break the locks off of power boxes to 
steal power. They leave old suitcases with dirty clothes spilling out about the property. 
Some get belligerent when approached.  I have taken to keeping my watch dog with me 
when approaching them.  They don’t like this, and usually move off - however - with 
COVID-19 ,the simple act of approaching them is more dangerous than ever, and could 
be life threatening. 

 
We have contacted police on numerous occasions and even offered to work with the 
Community Interaction Liaison but that has gone nowhere. Calls to DOCARE have not 
been returned. The situation is bad and needs to be rectified, ASAP. 

 
Council Member Roger Dang 
Will provide a report on the Hawaii longline fishery as well as a fish dealer and market 
perspective. 




