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FOR FURTHER' IN

TION CONTACT:
alas fat‘ﬂgu-slee. or
shery Management Councnl
N 2o

. GUPPLEMEKTARY INFORMATION: The
Pacific Coast Groundfish Fishery -

yarernd

Managenient Plan (FMP) was ptepared g

-~ by the Pacific FisheryManagement
" Coungil (Council) and approved by the
‘Secretary of Commerce (Secretary) on *”
_ - January 4,1082; im;xlementing

" regulations were published in the !

Federal Register on October 5, 1982 (47 “

:.:-_ 'FR 43982). Since then, the FMP has been
. amendéd foiif times, with implementing -
— regulatmns at 50 CFR parts 611 620, and
N m o b
© 7 The guxdelfnes to the national e
**Standards attendint to the Magunson

Act (50 CFR part 602) were revised in o

'-1989 (54FR30828.]uly24.‘1989) to '3'-
: _'requlre the. Regional Fishery " - @
3 ._Menagement Councils to amend all

fishery managenient plans to includev"

definitioris of overfishing for their--
% “fespective fisheries. The definition is - .

" intended to providean objective and - -
- measurable standard for determining - :: -

- -whether'any species of stock under - -
- - mariagement hds been overﬁahed ench
._-:thettorrecﬁl Ve action’ m

kfishing that willbe applied in the
.ic coast groundfish fishery off .. -
Washington, Oregon. and Cahfornia, w
© " consistent with the approving criteria at
.- 50 CFR-802.11(c)(5). The overfishing

- --definition is an upper limit to-the fishmg

" mortality rate rather tfian a threshold -

. biomass. Specifically, the Council -
." defined overfishing as exceeding the -

‘fishing. martality rate that would reduce -

. spawning biciitass per recruit to 20 ..
percent.of its unfished level, F(20- ™ -
percent). When spawning biomass is. -
greater than that which produces the ~

. maximum sustainable yield (MSY), the

overfishing rate equals the greater of -
F(20 percent) or the rate that would, in-
one year, reduce thé spawning blomaas
to the-level that produces MSY: This
definition i8.to be used as an upper limit
.or constraint to fishing and notasa
“targeted optimal harvest policy. It i is ..

. linked to the same productivity .-
assumptions used for determining levela
of acceptable biological catch (ABC). -
Therefore, an objective evaluatmn of
overfighing is feasible forthe =" - - _ .-

. predominant species and species groups

in the Pacific coast groundfish fishery. ..

The Couricil submitted Amendment 5 .

: taryonNovemberza.lsso. ;_. § conax

. ' published a Notice of | .-
" s, bilityin. theFederelRegister (55
-FR w&ﬂ, December Z,-1990) anneunctng

' Clasexﬁcaﬂon T

" Flexibility Act-and Executive -Order:

. 12201 are notrequired..The Paperwork
“Reduction Act does not.apply since: -

+ - neither-an information collection nor: a

a public comment period until December
26, 1991 No comments were recexved.

" -Amendment & has no direct regulatory
impacte -Because Amendment5 haa no

implementing regulations,; . :
determinations under the Regulatory

recordkeeping reqmrement is mcluded
~in the amendment.. . = fued vt wcioe o
“The Council determined that the EL
“amendment would be. implemented in a
manner that is consistent to the .-
‘maximum extend praeticable with the

.+ approved coastal zone managment -

programs of the States of Washington.
. Oregon, and California; Letters were.

_ sent to the three states requesting thek'L :

review and comment. Only the State of ;
- Oregon responded, agreeing with the .
consistency determination. Therefore.

concurrreénce from the States of ;- :

: Waahmgtonendﬂahfornmisinferred. ’

Amendment 5 does not contain; -
" policies with federalism implications:

 ‘sufficient to warrant preparation of & - -
federallen\asaesament under Executivg .

"An environmentnl assesament

preparedhy the Council concluded that: -
dment would not eigniﬁcantly ~

- this‘amen
affect thé quality of the human. - -

" environment. The Assistant

'Administrator for Fisheries, NOAA has

‘made a finding of no sighificant impact
under the Natlonal Envxronmental Policy

A e e

The Seoretary approved this

' Amendment on March 1, 1991, ; and

determined it is consistent with the' -

- Magunson Act and other applicable law. -

" Therefore, NOAA issues this notice - -
announcing approval of Amendment bto
the FMP. - _ .

Auﬂ:orlty‘ 16 U.S.C. 1801 et eeq
Dated: March 1. 1991,

. Michael F. Tillman, -

Acting Assistant Admlm’shntor farl’:sbenea,
National Marine Fisheries Service. - -

[FRDoc.ex-sszoPﬂeds-e-m.mam] '
ltu.moooemo-zz-u ~

Pelaglc therles of the Westem '
Pacific Region -

' AGENCY: National Marine theriea

- Service (NMFS), NOAA, Commerce.
AcTion: Nofice of approvalofan .~
am ndment toa ﬁahery management

.1_~.‘.-‘ I, ot

amendment 1to: the Fiahery
Management Plan for the Pelagxc 3

Katekaru,

~Management Councils to amend all
. fishery
definitions of overfishing for their::

- -criteria of the national etandarda
- guidelines, —-: - .-~ A

Flshenea of the Western Patific Region
{FMP) has been approved. Amendment
1, which defines overfishingin -
compliance with national standarda 1 &
and 2 of the Magnuson Fishery ' .
Conservation and Management: Act

_(Magnuson Act), was subniitted by the
" Western Pacifi¢ Fishery Management

Council (Councxl] for Secretarial review

~on November 23, 1990. No rulemaking is :
-invelved with thig action.~= . | *° -

Emaenve ont: March 1, 1991 :
roarumeu INFORMATION. eonuc-r -

", Svein‘Fougner, NMFS,; Southwest

Region, (213) 614-6660, or Alvin : f
NMFS, Pacific Area Ofﬁce.
Honoluly, Hawaii, (808) 955-8831.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: A notice

N

" of availability 6f Amendment 1 was -

published in the Federal Register on .
December 10, 1990 {55 FR 50755), and"

. Comments were invited until ]anuary ze.
1901:

“The delmee to the national

standardeattendanttothe Magnuaon.,.__; PP
- Act (50 CFR part 602) were revisedint - -

1989 (54 FR 30826, July 24, 1989) to -
Tequire the Regional Fishery -~

management plans to inclnde .

respective fisheries: The definition: ia‘. e
intended to provide an objective and -

- medasurable standard for determining . -
" whether dny species or stock under

management has been overfished such

- that corrective action must be tak to .
‘control fishing mortality. . R

- With regard to the pelagie

' management unit species of the western..-

Pacific, the Council defined overﬁahmg

(i.e.; recruitment overfishing) for bill

fishes, mahimahi, and wahoa as the -

- point where their spawning’ potentral -
" ratio (SPR) is equal to or less than 0.2.A :

pelagic shark species is considered .
overfished when its SPR isequal toor ~
less than 0.35. SPR, whichmay be. - -
estimated in several ways depending on
the quality of available statistics, is a
messure of the current reprodnctxve
capacity of the stock relative to its -
unexploited capacity, and is inveraely

"proportional to fishing mortality. Thus, "

SPR ranges from 1.0 before exploitation -

to 0.0 with increasing fishing mortality

Amendment1 alsorevisesthe - - - -~

objectives of the FMP and definition of - -

Optimum Yield (OY) to bring them into i

accord with the overfishing definition.’ -
No eommenta ‘on the amendment were

- recelved. °

_The definition of overfishing and the

.' ‘measures to implement the deﬁnitxon.

‘have been determined to meet the
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Director; Southwest Region, + -
determined that Amendment 1 is
ssary for the conservationand -
ement of the pelagic fisheries and

 is consistent with the Magnuson Act and',

other applicable law.

The Council included an
environmental agsessment {EA) in
Amendment 1. The Assistant -~ -
Administrator for Fisheries, NOAA,
conchided that there will be no
significant impact to the human

. environment reaulﬁng from this . .
amendment. -

Because the amendment requirea no
implementing regulations, 5 U.S.C. 583,. -
E.O. 12291, and the Regulatory . )
Flexibility Act do not apply.

- There will be no impact on marin'e

mammah gndangered species.
* Amendmsnt 1 does not contain .
collection-of-information requiremenu

sub;ectbthcl’aperwurkkednctionm-"

The Council has détermined that the - -
proposed amendment is consistent to - -
thes maximum extent practicable with- .
the coastal zone programs of tha - - Z .
governments of Hawail, American - °

Samoa, and Guam and has requested - -

concurrence with this determination. -
“The government of American Samoa has
od with this determination. The --

' Amendmenu doesnottontain * .’
policies with federalism implications
‘gufficient to warrant preparation of a

federalism messment under Execuﬁve .

Order 12612." -

Amhmy-mu.s.cmuuq _" .

Dated:March1,1081. = . .
Michael F. Tillman, - = ,
Actlagmmdnlnumfarmhem
National Marine Fisheries Service. _
[FRDo&Ol-&lFﬂedmt&“m]
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