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National Marine
Sanctuary System

NATIONAL MARINE
SANCTUARIES

Olympic Coost —————————— b Thunder Bay
Cordell Bonk ——————— 48 o, B Stellwagen Bank
Gulf of the Farallones - SEESESRRSES A Monifor

Popah@naumokudkea - SN T Gray’s Reef

Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale \ Florida Keys

Monterey Bay - Vo Flower Gorden Banks

Channel Islands

| ® National Marine Sanctuary
FUQGTB|9 Bay, American Samoa (U.S.) ' ' A\ Marine National Monument

; ; O Proposed for sanctuary designation
Rose Atoll Marine National Monument ——

Scale varies in this perspective. Adapted from National Geographic Maps.




Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale
NATIONAL MARINE SANCTUARY

Moloka'i

-

Kaho'olawe

Five separate protected areas

From shoreline to depth of 100 fathoms (600 feet)
1,370 square miles of federal and state waters
Designated in 1992 and established in 1997
Co-managed by NOAA and the State of Hawar'i

Hawai'i

|| sanctuary Boundary

100 Kilometers

100 Miles
]




Purpose and Mission

Protect North Pacific
humpbacks and their habitat in
the Hawaiian Islands through:

* Education & Outreach

e Science and Research

* Resource Protection

« Community Engagement
 Management

NATIONAL MARINE
SANCTUARIES

Doug Perrine/HWRF/Seapics.com/NOAA Fisheries Permit #882




Education & Outreach
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NATIONAL MARINE
SANCTUARIES

e Sanctuary takes lead role in
ECES R EVEERESS

e Recognized that an informed and
engaged community is important
(foster stewardship)

e Includes Hawaiian culture

* Focus on general public to the users
that are most likely to interact with
the animals



Outreach Materials
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NATIONAL MARINE
SANCTUARIES

Safe Boating Tips Around Whales

e From general to targeted audiences

Watch your speed
- Stay at the helm

and topics i R
e Examples:
* Brochures

A CAUTION |& "Winies™

: s ok b
- Signage S .
. ’/

» PSAs and articles %
» Mailings Collision Hazard -

Humpback Whales

November through May

Whales may surface suddenly ahead
of your vessel.

POST LOOKOUT = STAY AT HELM @ SLOW DOWN



Not just boaters

NATIONAL MARINE
SANCTUARIES

« Kite Surfers

e Sailboarders

e Paddle Boarders
« Kayakers

e Canoers




Outreach Programs

NATIONAL MARINE
SANCTUARIES

Focused on safe, legal
viewing/interacting with whales and
other marine animals

* OAT (Ocean Awareness Training) and
OPACA (Ocean Protection and Cultural
Awareness training) target public and
commercial users

» Boater workshops (ocean user etiquette
workshops)
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NATIONAL MARINE
SANCTUARIES

* Intentional approach
(harassment)

« Habitat degradation/
competition for resources

 Whale-vessel contact - — =
(ship strikes) B— —o—_— S

e Entanglement

MMHSRP permit 932-1489



Research Program

e Began in 2003

e Focus on the impact of
entanglements, vessel collisions and
other human activities affecting
humpback whales and their habitat.

* Work with partners

e
=

NATIONAL MARINE
SANCTUARIES




Management

e Guidelines
e Regulatory measures:

 Endangered Species Act (NOAA Fisheries)
- prohibits unauthorized “take” of endangered and
threatened species.

 Marine Mammal Protection Act (NOAA
Fisheries) - prohibits “take” of marine mammals.

e National Marine Sanctuary Act (NOAA
NOS) - protects humpback whales as a sanctuary
resource.

e State Laws and Rules (Hawaii Department of
Land and Natural Resources) - protects wildlife,
manages ocean use, safe boating, etc.

NATIONAL MARINE
SANCTUARIES

STAY BACK
<« 100 YARDS

ﬂ!ﬂl HUMPFBACK WHALES

Federal law prohibits
approaching humpback

whales within 100 yards.

B by TR



Enforcement
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NATIONAL MARINE
SANCTUARIES

* NOAA Office of Law Enforcement

» US Coast Guard (Operation Kohola
Guardian)

o State Depart of Conservation and
Enforcement




Monitoring and Responding

o
NATIONAL MARINE 2 TuENT OF Cog
SANCTUARIES

* Relies on very users that may
also be impacting animals- a
balance....

e Much of the response effort is
not so much about saving the
animal, though we try, but about
gaining information — back to
research/ understanding Good
data to make wise decisions. 5 B




1979 - 2011 confirmed contact reports
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Vessel-Whale Contacts
Hawaii; 1979-2012

hooi <
NATIONAL MARINE P ThENT OF O
SANCTUARIES

past season)

* 68% (N=53) of known age class
animals were calves or subadults

* Increase in reports over time

MMHSRP permit 932-1489

Time (by 5-yr bins)
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Subadults

-

3-15-06 report, calf struck by unknown vessel

F

Adults

Unknowns

I i‘
1,

Calves and subadults
represents 69% of known
age class strike reports

MMHSRP permit 932-1489




Entanglement Response
Accom pl IShments 2002-present
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NATIONAL MARINE
SANCTUARIES

95 confirmed reports,
representing at least 60
different animals

3 out of 4 within sanctuary

Mounted over 60 on-water
responses

Freed 16 animals from life-
threatening entanglements

Removed more than 6700
feet of gear |
34 sets of gear removed or — e
documented identified. — . o

HIHWNMS/NOAA Fisheries MMHSRP Permit #932-1489



Entanglement Threat
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NATIONAL MARINE
SANCTUARIES

« 95 confirmed reports

* 54% (N=25) of known-aged animals
were subadults

* Increase in reports over time

12 - l 12
- .— T/

HIHWNMS/ MMHSRP #932-1489
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Management Plan Review

NATIONAL MARINE
SANCTUARIES

« Determine the future direction and scope of the sanctuary
« Address current and emerging Issues

« Consider additional protection for marine and cultural
resources of national significance
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Mahalo! ik

2R
d Pt .
NOAA-Fisheries Office of Protected Resources . of J" e
NOAA Fisheries Protected Resources Divisions i NN )
NOAA Fisheries Pacific Islands Fisheries Science Center 'y A

L]

State of Hawaii Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR) =%
NOAA Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale National Marine Sanctuary.i
United States Coast Guard/ Auxiliary '
NOAA Office of Law Enforcement
Network members (NGOs)
Commercial tour operators
Researchers

Fishers and watermen
Ocean users/ private citizens

* |Images obtained under authority of MMHSRP permit 932-1489 or 932-1905



Sanctuary Advisory Councll
Selection Spring 2012

Seats Available: Deaq;
: ’ Na.
» Native Hawaiian €.
 Fishing

e Education

* Research (Primary)

* Honolulu County (Alternate)

« Kaua'‘i County

« Hawal‘i County

 Maui County

e Youth Seat

« Commercial Shipping (Alternate)
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