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FINAL 162nd CM Action Memo 4 April 1, 2015 

4. Directed staff to draft Council comments on the draft EIS/OEIS and to develop comments 
in consultation with local CNMI agencies and Council advisory bodies;  

 
5. Directed staff to request a 30-day extension of the comment period to enable the public to 

fully review impacts of the proposed action and to submit comments after its 163rd 
meeting in June.  

 
Regarding the impacts of sharks on Mariana fisheries, the Council:  

6. Continued to request NMFS PIFSC to work with the Council and local fishing 
communities to support (for the fifth time) cooperative research study on identifying 
shark species and shark depredation rates in pelagic and bottomfish fisheries.  

 
Regarding the military prepositioning ships, the Council:  

7. Directed staff to follow up on the letter sent regarding mooring impacts to corals and 
fisheries. 
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FINAL 162nd CM Action Memo 6 April 1, 2015 

Regarding the ESA Policy Directive, the Council:  
5. Directed staff to work with PIRO to develop an ESA/MSA Integration Agreement to 

implement the policy directive. The agreement should include, at minimum, the 
following:  
a) Roles, responsibilities and expectations for the Council and the Region; and  
b) Areas of Council involvement and coordination with PIRO in the ESA Section 7 

consultation process, including considerations for reviewing draft Biological 
Opinions and “Reasonable and Prudent Alternatives” (RPAs) or “Reasonable and 
Prudent Measures” (RPMs).  
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FINAL 162nd CM Action Memo 8 April 1, 2015 

requested NMFS PIFSC to develop a matrix of data related comments from the 2014 
PIFSC-Bottomfish fishermen meeting, SSC, and CIE review for consideration at the data 
workshop. 

 
Regarding the West Hawai‘i Habitat Blueprint Focus Area, the Council: 

5. Recommended NOAA provide regular updates on the initiative’s progress in meeting 
habitat conservation objectives; involve Council advisors with local and traditional 
knowledge about the focus area as part of stakeholder engagement; and a copy of the 
Implementation Plan be provided to the Council when available.  

 
Regarding the Hawaii Fish Waste Report, the Council: 

6. Directed staff to disseminate the Hawaii Fish Waste report to the Council family and 
other interested parties.  

 
Regarding the Hawaiian Island Humpback Whale National Marine Sanctuary, the Council: 

7. Directed staff to review and draft comments on the proposed Sanctuary plan for 
consideration by the next Council.   
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FINAL 162nd CM Action Memo 10 April 1, 2015 

Further, the Council deemed that the regulations implementing the recommendations are 
necessary or appropriate in accordance with Section 303(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens 
Fishery Conservation and Management Act (MSA). In doing so, the Council directs 
Council staff to work with NMFS to complete regulatory language to implement the 
Council's final action. Unless otherwise explicitly directed by the Council, the Council 
authorizes the Executive Director and the Chairman to review the draft regulations to 
verify that they are consistent with the Council action before submitting them, along with 
this determination, to the Secretary on behalf of the Council. The Executive Director and 
the Chairman are authorized to withhold submission of the Council action and/or 
proposed regulations and take the action back to the Council if, in their determination, the 
proposed regulations are not consistent with the Council action. 

 
Regarding regional cooperation in the conservation and management of south Pacific 
Albacore, the Council: 

3. Recommended the Department of State, NOAA, the Council, and the American Samoa 
government evaluate the potential benefits, drawbacks, and complexities for the 
American Samoa government to obtain formal status under the Tokelau Arrangement.  

 
Regarding US Territory Bigeye Longline Specifications, the Council: 

4. Recommended the specification of a 2,000-mt total annual bigeye longline catch limit 
and 1,000-mt transferable longline bigeye limit per US Participating Territory for 2015 
and 2016. 

 
Further, the Council deemed that the regulations implementing the recommendations are 
necessary or appropriate in accordance with Section 303(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens 
Fishery Conservation and Management Act (MSA). In doing so, the Council directs 
Council staff to work with NMFS to complete regulatory language to implement the 
Council's final action. Unless otherwise explicitly directed by the Council, the Council 
authorizes the Executive Director and the Chairman to review the draft regulations to 
verify that they are consistent with the Council action before submitting them, along with 
this determination, to the Secretary on behalf of the Council. The Executive Director and 
the Chairman are authorized to withhold submission of the Council action and/or 
proposed regulations and take the action back to the Council if, in their determination, the 
proposed regulations are not consistent with the Council action. 

 
Regarding stocks assessments of highly migratory species in the WCPO, the Council: 

5. Directed staff to work with NMFS and the Secretariat of the Pacific Community to ensure 
that future yellowfin and bigeye stock assessments identify suitable realignments of the 
MFCL regions in the North Pacific and devise means to include all sources of fishing 
mortality in the assessment. The Council further recommended US participation in 
WCPFC stock assessment endeavors should be strengthened. 
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Regarding bigeye longline limits agreed to by the Western and Central Pacific Fisheries 
Commission, the Council:  

6. Recognized that the total WCPO longline bigeye catch has been reduced by 
approximately 30 percent from 2001-2004 average levels which meets the identified 
conservation objective in CMM 2008-01, while the catch of bigeye by purse seine vessels 
has increased by 40 percent over same period, recommended NMFS PIFSC evaluate the 
level of purse seine bigeye catch needed to eliminate bigeye overfishing if the scheduled 
longline catch limit reductions for 2015 and 2017 applicable to WCPFC members are 
removed and longline catch was maintained at 2014 longline catch levels.  

 
Regarding juvenile ‘ahi’ issues, the Council:  

7. With regard to the yellowfin ‘ahi’ minimum size issue, directed staff to work with DAR 
and NMFS staff to develop more rigorous and representative information state-wide 
about potential social and economic impacts of eliminating smaller 'ahi from the formal 
market. 
 

Regarding engagement on Hawaii pelagic issues, the Council: 
8. Directed staff  to engage the Hawaii AP, Fishing Industry Advisory Committee, Pelagic 

Plan Team, Hawaii Longline Association, and other interested parties to review and 
evaluate: 
a. Recent fishing trends and interview information regarding the Cross Seamount 

fishery to develop recommendations for further consideration at the next Council 
meeting. 

b. New information regarding changing the ‘ahi’ minimum size and associated impacts 
of those options being considered. 
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FINAL 162nd CM Action Memo 13 April 1, 2015 

 
Regarding the Marine Planning and Climate Change Committee, the Council: 

5. Endorsed Augustine M. Kaipat, CNMI DLNR, to fill the position left vacant by Therese 
Ogumoro, Zoning Administrator, CNMI Zoning Office, who has stepped down. 

 
Regarding the Education Committee, the Council: 

6. Endorsed the inclusion of Lusila Minoneti to replace Saopapa (Honcho) Taifane as the 
American Samoa Department of Marine and Wildlife Resources representative and 
inclusion of Dr. Todd Miller to replace Vina Saures as the CNMI Department of Lands 
and Natural Resources representative. 

 
7. Endorsed the Education Committee’s nominations of Eileen Shea as the Committee’s 

chair and Frank Villagomez as its vice chair. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


