What do Large Scale Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) and teape have in
common? They seem 1o be continuing o expand uncentroliably in Hawaii.
f vou haven't heard, a group of seven native Mawalians have recenily
requested that Presideiit Obama expand the Papaharmum:‘&ud!u,cz Marine
Nati Monument (PMNM) from 50 nauticel miles {m} to 200 nm in
the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands (NWHIs). Orchestrating this initiative
is the We gion D.C.-based Pew Charitable Trusts Globai Ocean Legacy
program, which is {feeding misin{ormation io the public that this expansion
will protect seabirds, shar'i«:s, sea turtles, monk seals, marine mammals,
and tunas and will make Hoawall more resilient o climate change. The
iruth is that these marine species are already protected and/or range welt
seyohd the NWHLL Closing the area will not have any benefits to their
vopulations. As for cdimate change resiliency, the only fishing occurring
= proposed monument expansion area is the Hawaii longling fishery
4 small scale troll and bottomfishing by Kaual fishermen—these {isheries
se zero threats fo ecosystems that may be affected by climate change

z.g. corval reets).
Dw‘gr the past 10 vears, massive area closures in US waters have been
zd in the Pacific, starting Bush's 2006 proclamation to establish
¢ PMNM, which he followed in 2009 with the establishment of the Mar-
Trench, Pacific Remote lslands, Rose Atoll monuments. In 2014,
Pre :;I&Qﬂf Chbama expanded the Pacilic Remote Island MNM, created the
5 largest colieciion of MPAs. No other marine monuments exist
w;‘tex‘s outside of the US Pacific Istands and Hawaii. Collectively,
<8 US Pacific monuments comprise nearly 30% of the US EEZ in the
Pacific Island Region, which meets the so called World Parks Congress’
“30% poal” to close off at least 30% of the ocean {including the high
seas) to fishing by 2030. So we have to ask ourselves, what is to gain
by expanding the PMNM and how it will affect Hawaii fisheries, sealood
markets, and food security.
Hawaiian Islands: Existing and Proposed
Large Marine Managed Aveas
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The most request to expand the PMNM calls upon President Obama to
use the Antiguities Act to agdin creafe the largest MPA in the world. The
Antiquities Act, however, requires no public hearings and no envirormmental

analysis to justily why such a dlosure would be beneficial to marine resources
and the people of Hawaii. On the other hand. the expansion would come
at & huge cost to Hawaii residents. Upto 85 percent of the US EEZ around
Hawaii (EEZ) could be restricted to fishing. These are the same waters that
produce your locally-caught ahi for poke and sashimi. Closing the NWHI
will not improve tuna stocks available to Hawaii's small scale fishermen.
Already Hawali commercial and non-commercial fishermer: catch more
vellowfin tuna {ahi) then the Hawail longline fishery and the catch per
unit of vellowlin in the Hawaii troll fisheries has been increasing over the
jast decade. Most of the concerns raised in the letter 1o the President are
already addressed through existing federal statutes and regulations. The
proposed henefits of the expansion area are incorrect, and Hawaii lisheries
pose no threats 1o the culiural and marine resources identified by the mon-

ment expansion p ropoﬂer\ts. The existing 10Q-mile wide, 1200-mile long

P'\fi\M alveady protects the NWHI coval ecosysters, monk seals, seabirds,
sea turties, marine mammals and other marine resources {e.g. crustaceans,
precious corals, eic.}, Qver 86 percent of the wate' from 50 nm o 200 nm
is deeper than 4 000 meiers (m;@r 12,000 f1). Within this vast area of the
abyssal plain are small pockets of deep-sea corals and sponge communities.
Recent exploratory ressarch of these deep sea areas have shown these arcas
are in pristing condition and not subject o any human aclivity, fe. there
are no threats o these deep sea resources. The Hawail longline fishery has
been prohibited from fishing within 50 nm from fand in the NWH! since
1991, tisimportant to recognize that the deepest part of the longling fishes
ar 400 m;, thus posting no lhmats to these deep sea communiiies, Bottomn
trawling, deqysea fangle nets and other destructive fishing gear have been
peohibited it the NWHI since 1986, continued ...

US EEZ Closed to U8 Commercial Fishing Vessels
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As mentioned, resources in the NWHl are cirrentily protected through nu-
merous US laws -Magnuson Stevens Fisheries Cons servation and Maquvmem
Act, Endangered Spectes Act, Marine Mammal Proteciion Act, Migratory Bird

v Act, PMINM proclamation, and other applicable reguiations snd statutes.
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The table on the following page shows some of the reasons proponenis are
requesting the expansion, while the other column indicates ihe reality,
uf tm~, note*mm mm*tw federal ocean grab that has been
. nuinerows letters have been
ansion and in favor of alfowing
Hawali fisheries to continue to oparate from 50-200 om in the US waiers
around the NWHI. Letiers have come fn am the following:
° Sp(,d[xu (>f ‘1 H. 3 ves Jossph Sould and House
Repres s Isanc Choy, Richard Creagan,
Ty Cm!en. .yxm i)c;(,cntsz. i §u\¢mot<‘ “hcmg. bha on
Hanr, _mda Ic
!\ond.

Tsu;i C 36ne WarcM R\,u«m ‘}fan» i
5 mtic Preszdem Ronald D Keouchi
» f"’.ei nc\rd Carvatho, Mayor, Kauai County
=bisui dr., Chairman and Kitty Simonds, I
Vms«em Paufau Rebxonal Fishery Management Council
e Governor Ralph DLG Torres, Commonwealth of the Northern
Mariana Islands
e Nedl Kanemoto, President, Pacific Islands P xshcn«;f Group
Phil Fernandez, President, Hawail Fishermen’s Alliance for Conser-
on and Tra

cutive Dirdctor,

President, Howaii Longline Association
Manager, Hawall Sealood Council
, Qwner, Nalo Farms

papimm Charter Boat Operators

e Sean Martin,

» John Kfmeixo
e Dean Okimoi
» MGrew Rics,

H

PRAY, DON'T PREY!

> s fishing mdus-:ry
and scm‘(wd busxr‘esses pmv;ucd e shr“(my el manmmhws from the
White House's Councif on Environmental Quality Departmuu of the Inte-
rior, Department of Commerce and Dq)urtmcm of Defense at the NOAA
Offices on Pier 38. Testimony provided varied perspectives on why the
monuwmnent shouid not be expanded.

Alan Wong, Alan Wong Restaurants - “We're an island staie. We're
surrounded by the Pacific (cean. We love to eat fish, We love jo eat
raw fish. We love o eat poke.” "Eating fish, eafing raw fish came with
the first Hawatians, I is genuine to Hawaii, and it is a tradition, and
that's what we do. Fish has become such un imporiant part of ¢lf of our
menys in Hawaii so that our guesis can taste Hawail.”

Roy Yamaguchi, Roy's Restaurants - "Frem what | hear, even when
Fwas in Austrafia, thot I"I'aw‘u'i fas one of the great fisheries in the
world. and thanks te all of the people that run it.” "We dan’t want this
process 1o drive the peop,e in our siate fo seek imporis and to lmmg
the money somewhere else and not showcase what Hawaii has to offer
¢ the rest of the world.”

Dean Okimoto, Nalo Farms - “T believe that this will have o signifi-
cant oeeonumic impact on Howaii, it will affect the restaurants. B
will even affect us because we have a movemsnt right now in Hawai
that ~ and it’s very strong, where a lot of the restaurants, g io? of the
people are starting to realize szmpomn‘; g local and buying focal is reaily
important, not only hecause the money sigys here, huf i a!so makes
people realize what we have here, and ::zl)urcczuw it.” "At whai point
does it become really stupid, especially when none of the science sup-
poris this, and [ believe the guys that are managing this fishery afraady
are very responsible.”

Others providing testimony and participating in the meeting inc‘iudew‘
representatives from Hilo Fish, Tropic Fish and Vegetable, Garden Valley
Iste Fish and Seafood, Fre«h Island Fish, Tamashiro Marke;.. Ulnited .Fl«hmg
Agency, Nico's at ?ier \}u\ Hav saii Pmuuc ion Assoclates, POP Fishing
and Marine, Hawaii' - i
Fishing and Mari
enece Center, Pacific
H Fishermen °ox (,u’w.:x"'mt(,n and Tradition and other members of
ghu local fishing community,
sed on the current situation,
waii's sustainable fisheries are un
ronmental organizations with suny
ni2 tool in the fisheries s

it is Important o recognize that Fa-
r ihreal from individuals and envi-
Asioned MPA‘% agendas. MPAs are
anent toel box, but they are not a
Hiz-all” solution. The off uiwcne f MPAs on pelagic migratory tuna
stocks has not been defmonsirated and even smailey MPAs affecting coral
resfs species or species witb maore site fidelity have not demonstrafed

bt
st O

increased catcly rates in arzas oulside the MPAs. What MPAs typically
do is displace fish { s outside the MPAs, increasing
n avd jowe . MPAs have been demonsirated

of r\w~m¥*(ﬂng fish within the MPA, but spiilover
ates outside

58 abund'.n
ns of recruitment, abundance, and improved caich v
MPAs have not been showr.

Sustainabie fisheries ma is achieved with comprzhensive
data coliection and the abil fishery managernent systern to 1t
timely controls on fishing effort and catch mroagh an adapnv; regulatory
framework, ir fuding c;\k*rcb»,mg climate change. Marine Mmunwms md
other no-take MPAs with fixed boundaries are not ac iapu
establishing aquariums with little benefits io fisheries

vocal, and stand fogether to demand that actions such as the one to expand
the PMNM reed to be based on science, and not based on the agenda
of —'unmumn?aé groups and individuals with no inferests in fisheries or
knowdedge of the impoeriance to Hawe shing is culivre i
Hawaii aad LY SUS naged fisheries are critically important io
aar economy and local food ;
To learn more, visit w

continued ...
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETINGS

The Westem Pacilic Regional Fishery Management Councll
announces the folfowing public meetings on fisheries
management in offshore waters of Hawalf, American Samoa,
Guam, the Commanweatth of the Northem Mariana Islands
(ONMEy and the Pactfic Remote istand Arcas. For more
information & complete agendas, go fo www.wpcouncil.org or contact the
Coungil at info.wpeouncii@noaa.goy or in Hawait, ph. (80R) 522-8220, fax {808}
522-8276; on Guam, ph. (671) 887-6812; in ChMI, ph. (670) 322-9834 or {670)
287-9482: and in American Samos, ph. {684} 258-9588.

123rd Scientific and Statistical Commities (S8C)

May 31-Jun2{T-Th} 830 am~5pam. 1164 Bishop St., #1400, Honolulu
Malor agenda ke Options o revise the tisk determination & unceriainty charac-
terization process to specily annuat catch Hmits

Guam Regional Ecosystem Agvisory Committee {REAL)

June 2 {Th) 8:30 am-~3pm.  Hiten Guam Resot & Spa

Major agenda ftems: Pelagic & archipelagic annual fishery reporis; Fishery Ecosys-
tem Plan (FEP} implementation activities

SN REAC
June 3 {F} 1p.m~5pm
Malor agenda flem: Seme a8 Guarn REAC,

Saipan Fiesta Resort, CNMI

Joint Guam and SN Marianas Advisory Panel

June 4 (S8} 8:30 a.m.~4 p.am. Saipan Fiesta Resorl, ONMI

Maior sgenda ftems: Research needs; Couricil meeting major ayenda iterns; com-
munity activiies; FEP iasues

Fishery Data Collection & Research Committee

June 4 {8a) 9 an.-noon Saipan Hyatt Regency, CNi!

Major agenda fiems: Fisheries vesearch; CNMi fishery databass analytic; annualf
SAFE report data; regional strategic plan

Standing Committees

June 4 {Sa} 1p.m~5pm Saipan Hyait Regency, GNM
¢ aaenda fems: Program Planping and Research; Executive and Budgst

468th Council Meeting

June 6-7 (M-T) £:30 a.m.-5 p.m.  Saipan Fiesta Resort, CNME

June 810 {Th-F} 8:30 a5 pm.  Hilton Guam Resort, Tumon Bay
Major agenda flerns: Same as B&C plus modifying the Hawail shallow-set observer
coverage

Fishers Forum “Data, data sverywhere but niof 8 megabyte fo eal.

June 8 (M} gpm-~8pm Saipan Fiesta Resorf, CNM

Fishers Forum “Mapping Fishery Resources”
June 9 {Th} § p.m--8p.m. Hilton Guam Resort, Tumon Bay

Mapping Coral Reef Fisheries in Guam {Ashermen session)
June 11 {Sa} g a.m-2pm Hilton Guam Resort, Tumon Bay

For more information and full agendas, go to wpcouncil.org or ph. {808}
522-8220, Tax (908} 522-8226 or emait info.wpcouncii@noaa.goy; in Guam, ph.
(671 687-6812; in CNMI, ph. {670} 3225834 or {870) 287-8482; and in American
Samoa, ph. {684) 258-0588. Written comiments for the 166t Councit meet-

ing received by June 1, 2016, will be distributed to Council members prior to the
meeting. Send comments to Kilty M. Simonds, Executive Director, WPRFMC, 1164
Bishop St., Suite 1400, Honaluly, Kl 96813; fax to 808 522-8226; or email ioinfo.
wpcouncii@noaa.gov. After Jure 1, the submitter must provide Gouncl staff with
at least 40 copies of the written comments at the meeling. Public comment op-
portunities are also available during the mesting as hoted on the agenda. Thess
public meetings sre physically accessible o people with disabilities. Requests for
sigh language interpratation or other auxiliary aids should be requested at least five
days prior 1o the mesting.




