Ahi (Yellowfin) Minimum Size: Should It Be Changed?
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weight 60 lbs.
age: 32 moniths
fork length: 45 in. 1 ]
S0% sexualy mature

« Local fishermen cannot rely on
large influxes of yellowTin tuna
from other regions to maintain
high catch rates and replace
harvested stocks!

»" Close to 90% of 1-2 year old
yellowfin tuna (15-30 lbs)
sampled in Hawsaii in a recent
study were locally spawned in
Hawailzn waters!

# Tagging studies show that the
vast majority of yellowfin do
not leave Hawaiianwaters
throughout their lifetime?2

» It makas sense to maximize the

production and potential benefits
from ouwr ‘local stodk”

w Matural mortality rates of
Hawsail yellowfin drop to their
lowest levels at faidy small
sizes {about 24° or 10 Ib)—
many will survive and grow
after this age?

# |f we do not harvest yellowTin
at very small sizes but wait
a little later, these fish will not
be lost to natural mortality
or migration

# Yellowfin that reach two years
old {about 30 Ib ) will quickly
growto reproductive size and
contribute to local spawning
and stodkssET
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