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2. EXTENSION OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CREDIT 
 
 In December of last year, American Samoa’s Congresswoman, Aumua Amata 
Radewagen, announced through her website that American Samoa’s Economic Development 
Credit would be extended by Congress. The tax extender statute section 30(A) has been in place 
for American Samoa since 2006 to assist with job creation and economic stability. The credit 
will now be extended through January 2021, covering tax years 2018 to 2020.  
 

This tax credit has also assisted StarKist in its efforts to compete against foreign 
processors to keep the cannery in American Samoa viable. The territory’s economy is heavily 
dependent on the contributions from StarKist. In addition to the 2,400 jobs provided by the 
company, StarKist’s heavy shipping needs and fuel consumption subsidize an estimated 40% of 
the territory’s fuel and shipping costs, per a report provided to Council by the American Samoa 
Department of Commerce this past October. In addition to being the largest single employer in 
the private sector in American Samoa, StarKist also is the largest consumer of power and water, 
which provides a steady source of revenue to the local government for its operations.  
 




