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Council's final action. Unless otherwise explicitly directed by the Council, the Council 
authorizes the Executive Director and the Chairman to review the draft regulations to 
verify that they are consistent with the Council action before submitting them, along with 
this determination, to the Secretary on behalf of the Council. The Executive Director and 
the Chairman are authorized to withhold submission of the Council action and/or 
proposed regulations and take the action back to the Council if, in their determination, the 
proposed regulations are not consistent with the Council action. 
 

Regarding the regrouping of the Territory bottomfish management unit species, the Council 
6. Selected option 2 that retains the flexibility in the application of the control rules to the 

management unit species. Further, the Council requested NMFS PIFSC to initiate the 
development of a new benchmark assessment on a species resolution that is deemed 
appropriate during the data preparation workshop and apply the appropriate status 
determination criteria for the assessment that would be subject to WPSAR at the soonest 
time practicable. 
 

7. Recommended NMFS PIFSC to explore other data sets aside from the creel surveys and 
commercial receipt books (e.g. electronic self-reporting) and other modeling approaches 
for next BMUS benchmark assessment 
 

8. Requested NMFS PIFSC to engage fishermen user groups throughout the stock 
assessment process. Workshops and other forms of engagement should be held with a 
sample of local fishermen in each island group to inform any pending stock assessments. 
Throughout the process, fishermen can speak to their knowledge of the stocks, stock 
condition, and to data collection and data quality issues. 
 

9. Directed staff to work with NMFS and Territory agencies to review the BMUS list and to 
discuss the available options and the regulatory consequences of add and removing 
species from the list. 
 

10. Directed staff to work with NMFS PIFSC in the 5-year Essential Fish Habitat reviews of 
the Territory Bottomfish and incorporate this in the WPSAR schedule. 
 

Regarding the development of a rebuilding plan for the overfished BMUS stock in American 
Samoa and Guam, the Council 

11. Directed staff to form an action team comprised of Council, NMFS PIFSC, NMFS PIRO, 
and select SSC members and gather the information required for the development of the 
rebuilding plans. 
 

12. Directed staff to conduct scoping meetings in American Samoa and Guam to determine 
the range of potential management measures that would constitute the rebuilding plans. 

 
Regarding the standardized bycatch reporting methodology (SBRM), the Council 

13. Directed staff to work with PIRO to develop a review document to evaluate consistency 
of existing FEP SBRM with the 2017 requirements, and identify any steps needed to 
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bring FEPs into compliance. The document should be reviewed by the Plan Team and 
SSC prior to Council consideration of next steps. 

 
Regarding outreach efforts on bottomfish data collection and management, the Council 

14. Directed staff to work with NMFS and the Territory agencies to develop a coordinated 
plan to conduct targeted outreach on the importance of accurate and robust data 
collection and the management efforts for the bottomfish fisheries in American Samoa, 
Guam, and CNMI 

 
Regarding the PRIA/Hawaii Marine Conservation Plan, the Council:  

15. Deferred decision and directed staff to work with the State of Hawaii, Commonwealth of 
the Northern Mariana Islands, Territory of Guam, Territory of American Samoa, Fish and 
Wildlife Service in reviewing the MCP for further revisions and to provide to the Council 
for approval in June 2020. 
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Regarding 2020 Bigeye Tuna US Participating Territory Catch Limits and Allocation Limits 
under the Amendment 7 Framework, the Council: 

6. Recommended a catch limit of 2,000 mt for each US Participating Territory (Guam, the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, and American Samoa) and specify that 
each US Participating Territory can allocate up to 1,500 mt of their bigeye tuna catch 
limit through specified fishing agreements with eligible US longline vessels permitted 
under the Pelagic FEP. The Council further recommended NMFS not authorize more 
than 3,000 mt in total allocations in 2020. 

 
The Council directs Council staff to finalize and transmit the specifications for Secretarial 
review, as appropriate.  Further, the Council deems that the regulations implementing the 
recommendations are necessary or appropriate in accordance with Section 303(c) of the 
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (MSA). In doing so, the 
Council directs Council staff to work with NMFS to complete regulatory language to 
implement the Council's final action. Unless otherwise explicitly directed by the Council, 
the Council authorizes the Executive Director and the Chairman to review the draft 
regulations to verify that they are consistent with the Council action before submitting 
them, along with this determination, to the Secretary on behalf of the Council. The 
Executive Director and the Chairman are authorized to withhold submission of the 
Council action and/or proposed regulations and take the action back to the Council if, in 
their determination, the proposed regulations are not consistent with the Council action. 

 
Regarding Deep-Sea Mining and Spatial Planning in the Pacific, the Council: 

7. Directed staff to request formal annual updates from the US State Department on 
international activity on the matter within the Clipperton-Clarion Zone to the Council as 
well as activity in proximity to Guam, the CNMI, and American Samoa. 

 
Regarding a North Pacific Striped Marlin Rebuilding Plan, the Council: 

8. Directed staff to write a letter to NMFS on issues pertaining to specifying the regional 
definition of stock for striped marlin in the North Pacific Ocean. 
 

9. Recommended NMFS request the ISC Billfish Working Group to consider conducting 
stock projections incorporating scenarios of phased catch reductions and to consider 
using a ‘medium term recruitment’ scenario as suggested by the SSC in order to reach the 
rebuilding target in an appropriate timeframe.  
 

10. Recommended NMFS include any new projections with phased catch reductions in any 
proposal for North Pacific striped marlin to WCPFC17. 

 
Regarding BBNJ, the Council: 

11. Requested that the State Department organize a bloc of nations with similar fisheries 
interests to propose an exemption from BBNJ for internationally-managed fisheries and 
that any area-based management proposals considered under BBNJ incorporate all 
recommendations from the Scientific and Technical Body as outlined in the Convention’s 
negotiations. 
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Regarding Hawaii Longline Annual Reports, the Council: 
12. Requested NMFS PIFSC to incorporate the following modifications to future annual 

reports:  
a. Catch of bigeye per hook to be mapped at an appropriate geographic scale in 

future presentations and in annual fishery reports;  
b. Data presented in figures to be denoted in the final two years with numerical 

values in annual reports. 
c. Include total Hawaii istiophorid billfish catch per annum, by species, by gear type 

(from longline, troll, and any other gears), and specify how many of these fish 
were retained, discarded, released, and sold 

 
Regarding Marine National Monument Expansions, the Council: 

13. Directed staff to compile comments from a SSC small working group and distribute to 
members for a response to the analyses presented in published works examining impacts 
of marine monument expansions. The Council further directed staff to examine data on 
size composition of bigeye and yellowfin tunas from trips observed in areas closed to 
fishing in monument expansion versus size composition in areas where corresponding 
vessels fished elsewhere. 
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Regarding the Hawaii DLNR Chair’s letter of March 3, 2020, the Council:  

4. Directed the Executive Director to respond to the issues raised based on Council 
discussion at the 181st meeting.  
 

 


