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as two additional members (fishermen or other interested parties) who are knowledgeable about 
the area’s ecosystems and habitat. The exception is the Mariana FEP Sub-panel, which has four 
representatives from each group to represent the combined areas of Guam and the Northern 
Mariana Islands (see Table 6). The Hawaii FEP Sub-panel addresses issues pertaining to 
demersal fishing in the PRIA due to the lack of a permanent population and because such PRIA 
fishing has primarily originated in Hawaii. The FEP Advisory Panel meets at the direction of the 
Council to provide continuing and detailed participation by members representing various 
fishery sectors and the general public. FEP Advisory Panel members are representatives from 
various fishery sectors that are selected by the Council and serve two-year terms. 
 
 
Table 6: FEP Advisory Panel and Sub-panel Structure 
Representative American 

Samoa FEP 
Sub-panel 

Hawaii FEP 
Sub-panel 

Mariana FEP 
Sub-panel 

Pelagic FEP 
Sub-panel 

Commercial  
representatives 

Two  
members 

Two  
members 

Four  
members 

Two  
members 

Recreational  
representatives 

Two members Two  
members 

Four  
members 

Two  
members 

Subsistence 
representatives 

Two  
members 

Two  
members 

Four  
members 

Two  
members 

Ecosystems and 
habitat 
representatives 

Two 
members 

Two  
members 

Four  
members 

Two  
members 

 
Archipelagic FEP Plan Team 
 
The Archipelagic FEP Plan Team oversees the ongoing development and implementation of the 
American Samoa, Hawaii, Mariana, and PRIA FEPs and is responsible for reviewing 
information pertaining to the performance of all the fisheries and the status of all the stocks 
managed under the four Archipelagic FEPs. Similarly, the Pelagic FEP Plan Team oversees the 
ongoing development and implementation of the Pacific Pelagic FEP. These teams monitor the 
performance of the FEP through production of an annual stock assessment and fishery evaluation 
(SAFE) report and provide information on the status of the fish stocks and other components of 
the ecosystem. The FEP Plan Team also makes recommendations for conservation and 
management adjustments under framework procedures to better achieve management objectives.  
 
The Archipelagic Plan Team meets at least once annually and comprises individuals from local 
and federal marine resource management agencies and non-governmental organizations. It is led 
by a Chair who is appointed by the Council Chair after consultation with the Council’s Executive 
Standing Committee. The Archipelagic Plan Team’s findings and recommendations are reported 
to the Council at its regular meetings. Plan teams are a form of advisory panel authorized under 
Section 302(g) of the MSA. FEP Plan Team members comprise Federal, State and non-
government specialists that are appointed by the Council and serve indefinite terms. 
 
Science and Statistical Committee 
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Subsistence 
representatives 

Two members Two members Four members Two members 

Ecosystems and habitat 
representatives 

Two members Two members Four members Two members 

Archipelagic FEP Plan Team 
 
The Archipelagic FEP Plan Team oversees the ongoing development and implementation of the 
American Samoa, Hawaii, Mariana, and PRIA FEPs and is responsible for reviewing 
information pertaining to the performance of all the fisheries and the status of all the stocks 
managed under the four Archipelagic FEPs. Similarly, the Pelagic FEP Plan Team oversees the 
ongoing development and implementation of the Pacific Pelagic Fishery Ecosystem Plan. 
 
The Archipelagic Plan Team meets at least once annually and comprises individuals from local 
and federal marine resource management agencies and non-governmental organizations. It is led 
by a Chair who is appointed by the Council Chair after consultation with the Council’s Executive 
Standing Committee. The Archipelagic Plan Team’s findings and recommendations are reported 
to the Council at its regular meetings. Plan teams are a form of advisory panel authorized under 
Section 302(g) of the MSA. 

Science and Statistical Committee 
 
The Scientific and Statistical Committee (SSC) is composed of scientists from local and federal 
agencies, academic institutions, and other organizations. These scientists represent a range of 
disciplines required for the scientific oversight of fishery management in the Western Pacific 
Region. The role of the SSC is to (a) identify scientific resources required for the development of 
FEPs and amendments, and recommend resources for Plan Teams; (b) provide multi-disciplinary 
review of management plans or amendments, and advise the Council on their scientific content; 
(c) assist the Council in the evaluation of such statistical, biological, economic, social, and other 
scientific information as is relevant to the Council's activities, and recommend methods and 
means for the development and collection of such information; and (d) advise the Council on the 
composition of both the Archipelagic and Pelagic Plan Teams. 

FEP Standing Committees 
 
The Council’s four FEP Standing Committees are composed of Council members who, prior to 
Council action, review all relevant information and data including the recommendations of the 
FEP Advisory Panels, the Archipelagic and Pelagic Plan Teams, and the SSC. The Standing 
Committees are the American Samoa FEP Standing Committee, the Hawaii FEP Standing 
Committee (as in the Advisory Panels, the Hawaii Standing Committee will also consider 
demersal issues in the PRIA), the Mariana FEP Standing Committee, and the Pelagic FEP 
Standing Committee. The recommendations of the FEP Standing Committees, along with the 
recommendations from all of the other advisory bodies described above, are presented to the full 
Council for their consideration prior to taking action on specific measures or recommendations.  

Regional Ecosystem Advisory Committees 
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Regional Ecosystem Advisory Committees for each inhabited area (American Samoa, Hawaii, 
and the Mariana archipelago) comprise Council members and representatives from federal, state, 
and local government agencies; businesses; and non-governmental organizations that have 
responsibility or interest in land-based and non-fishing activities that potentially affect the area’s 
marine environment. Committee membership is by invitation and provides a mechanism for the 
Council and member agencies to share information on programs and activities, as well as to 
coordinate management efforts or resources to address non-fishing related issues that could 
affect ocean and coastal resources within and beyond the jurisdiction of the Council. Committee 
meetings coincide with regularly scheduled Council meetings, and recommendations made by 
the Committees to the Council are advisory as are recommendations made by the Council to 
member agencies. REACs are a form of advisory panel authorized under Section 302(g) of the 
MSA. 
 
Advisory Body Coordination and Recommendations to Council 
 
Recommendations from each Council advisory body are reviewed separately by the Council, 
although there may be comments from one advisory body on the recommendations arising in 
another team or panel. This is partially dependant on timing and typically, the SSC reviews those 
recommendations arising from the Plan Teams, Advisory Panels and other bodies that have met 
prior to a Council meeting, and either concurring with these recommendations or suggesting an 
alternative. The same is true of any recommendations arising from the REACs; the Council 
would look to the SSC for any available comments on recommendations arising from the 
REACs. Finally, the Pelagics Plan Team coordinates with the Archipelagic Plan Team on small 
boat issues, since the same fishing platform used for pelagic trolling and handlining, can be used 
for a variety of other fishing methods, e.g., bottomfish and coral reef fishes, and may involve 
cross cutting issues that have arisen in the past, such as shark depredation of fish catches.  
 
Community Groups and Projects  
 
As described above and in Chapter 2, communities and community members are increasingly 
involved in the Council’s management process in explicit advisory roles, as sources of fishery 
data and as stakeholders invited to participate in public meetings, hearings, and comment 
periods. In addition, cooperative research initiatives have resulted in joint research projects in 
which scientists and fishermen work together to increase both groups’ understanding of the 
interplay of humans and the marine environment, and both the Council’s Community 
Development Program and the Community Demonstration Projects Program, described below, 
foster increased fishery participation by indigenous residents of the Western Pacific Region.  

7.3. Indigenous Program 
 
The Council’s indigenous program addresses the economic and social consequences of 
militarization, colonization and immigration on the aboriginal people in the Council’s area of 
responsibility and authority. Generally, the resultant cultural hegemony has manifested in 
poverty, unemployment, social disruption, poor education, poor housing, loss of traditional and 
cultural practices, and health problems for indigenous communities. These social disorders affect 
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