FISHERIES FACT SHEET

The Territory of Guam has shore and boat-based fisheries for coral reef and
bottomfish species.

Coral Reef Fisheries

e Small-scale and important for nutritional, social and cultural purposes as
food, trade and recreation.

e Common shore-based fishing techniques include spearfishing, cast
netting, hook and line and gleaning.

e Common shore-based fish caught include: Surgeonfish, parroftfish,
goatfish, groupers and wrasse.

e Common boat-based fishing techniques include: trolling, bottomfishing,
spearfishing, octopus hooking, cast netting.

e Common boat-based fish caught include: emperors, groupers, jacks,
shappers.

Other Methods ~Hooks And
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Bottomfish Fisheries

e Occurs primarily around the island of Guam, southern
banks and north to Rota.

e  Primarily consists of small-scale local boats engaged
in local commercial and subsistence fishing.

e Two sectors: Deep water (>500 ft) and shallow water . . .
(100-500 ft). Catch composition of shore-based coral reef fisheries

e Deep water: commercial, targeting snappers and castoet

groupers. Atulai Night
Light
e Shallow water: commercial and subsistence, tar- 1%

geting the redgill emperor.

TERRITORY OF GUAM

e Gears: hand lines, home fabricated hand reels, elec-
tric reels (more common with the larger vessels).
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FEDERAL MANAGEMENT TERRITORIAL

e Annual Catch Limits (ACLs) for federally man- e  Five Marine Preserves around Guam

aged species
gedsp e  Prohibitions include destructive fishing methods

e 50—mile closures for bottomfish vessels larger such as explosives and poisons

than 50 feet in length .
e No commercial harvest of trochus, sea cucumbers

e Essential Fish Habitat and Habitat of Particular or urchins

Concern designations
& e No harvest of berried crustaceans and size limits
e Special Coral Reef Ecosystem Permits for lobsters and crabs

e Marianas Trench Marine National Monument e No harvesting of coral

ACI: In 2006 the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act required the Regional Fishery Manage-
ment Councils to specify ACLs for all species in the Council's Fishery Ecosystem Plans. ACL is a quota—based manage-

ment to regulate catches to sustainable levels

estimated by stock assessments. There are 115 Catch to Annual Catch Limits BACL
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e Community-Based Management Planning
(Merizo and Yigo)

Bottom fish Measures | Ty
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Current Fishery Issues

e Areaclosure due to U.S. Military Firing Range off of
Ritidian
e  Marianas Trench Marine National Monument

e Data collection system does not provide effective moni-
toring to support ACL management

e Timely deployment of Fish Aggregation Devices (FADs)

Future Priorities for Guam Fisheries

e Re-construction of Guam Fishermen’s Cooperative

B2 Dangor Zone - Periadic Closurs

Anchering by all fishing vesaels
aver 50 fi (15.25 m) LOA
prohibited

- Marine Natlonal Monument
e Closed ta all commercial fishing

e Infrastructure development (east side boat ramps)
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e  Construction and deployment of community based
FADs
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