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Notice of Availability of the Final Environmental
Impact Statement Regarding Hawaiian Spinner
Dolphin Protections

Overview

Description
Notice of Availability of Final Environmental Impact
Statement regarding Hawaiian Spinner Dolphin
Protections.

Authority
Marine Mammal Protection Act

Action Status
Notice

Published
07/30/2021

Affected Species
Spinner Dolphin

Summary
NOAA Fisheries announces the Notice of Availability of the Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) and Regulatory
Impact Review for Enhancing Protections for Hawaiian Spinner Dolphins to Prevent Disturbance. 

The FEIS provides decision-makers and the public with an evaluation of the environmental, social, and economic effects of
proposed actions to enhance protections for Hawaiian spinner dolphins and reduce the impact of viewing and interaction on
these animals.

The preferred alternative identified in the FEIS (Alternative 3A) is to adopt regulations that would prohibit swimming with and
approaching within 50 yards of Hawaiian spinner dolphins. The regulations would apply to within 2 nautical miles (3.7 km) from
shore of the Hawaiian Islands and in designated waters bounded by Lāna‘i, Maui, and Kahoʻolawe.

Additionally, NOAA Fisheries is considering implementing time-area closures during designated daytime periods in certain
bays on the islands of Hawai‘i and Maui, as presented in Alternative 4 of the FEIS. If NOAA Fisheries decides to proceed and
issue a proposed rule on time-area closures, it will seek public comments under a separate rule-making.

Publication of the FEIS begins a minimum 30-day public review and waiting period. Following the review period, NOAA
Fisheries will make a final decision regarding the proposed action and complete a Record of Decision.
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Federal Register

Supporting Materials

Last updated by Pacific Islands Regional Office on 08/27/2021

Final Environmental Impact Statement Notice of Availability (86 FR 41031, 07/30…

Reopening of public comment period (81 FR 80629, 11/16/2016)

Proposed rule for protective regulations for Hawaiian spinner dolphins (81 FR 5…

Notice of intent to prepare an environmental impact statement (71 FR 57923, 10/…

Advance notice of proposed rulemaking (70 FR 73426, 12/12/2005)

Hawaiian Spinner Dolphin Final Environmental Impact Statement and Regulatory Im…

Hawaiian Spinner Dolphin Draft Environmental Impact Statement and Regulatory Im…

Spinner Dolphin Species Information

Questions & Answers - Hawaiian Spinner Dolphin Proposed Rule

Six Reasons Why You Should Not Swim with Wild Spinner Dolphins

Cited References for Hawaiian Spinner Dolphin Proposed Rule

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/about/pacific-islands-regional-office
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/07/30/2021-16258/environmental-impact-statements-notice-of-availability
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2016/11/16/2016-27399/protective-regulations-for-hawaiian-spinner-dolphins-under-the-marine-mammal-protection-act
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2016/08/24/2016-20324/protective-regulations-for-hawaiian-spinner-dolphins-under-the-marine-mammal-protection-act
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2006/10/02/E6-16202/protection-of-marine-mammals-notice-of-intent-to-prepare-an-environmental-impact-statement
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2005/12/12/05-23928/protecting-spinner-dolphins-in-the-main-hawaiian-islands-from-human-activities-that-cause-take-as
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/resource/document/final-environmental-impact-statement-enhancing-protections-hawaiian-spinner
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/resource/document/hawaiian-spinner-dolphin-draft-environmental-impact-statement-and-regulatory
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/species/spinner-dolphin
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/pacific-islands/marine-mammal-protection/questions-answers-hawaiian-spinner-dolphin-proposed-rule
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/feature-story/six-reasons-why-you-should-not-swim-wild-spinner-dolphins
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