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§ 600.305 General.

(a) Purpose.

understanding of the basis on which FMPs will be reviewed.

(3) The national standards are statutory principles that must be followed in

approval, and implementation. FMPs that are not formulated according to
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needs, reconcile present and future costs and benefits, and integrate the
diversity of public and private interests. If objectives are in conflict,
priorities should be established among them.

reassess the FMP's management objectives on a regular basis.

(3) How objectives are defined is important to the management process.
objectives should be clearly stated, practicably attainable, framed in terms
of definable events and measurable benefits, and based upon a
comprehensive rather than a fragmentary approach to the problems
addressed. An FMP should make a clear distinction between objectives and
the management measures chosen to achieve them. The objectives of each
consistency of an FMP's conservation and management measures with the
national standards.

(c) Stocks that require conservation and management.

predominately caught in Federal waters and are overfished or subject to
overfishing, or likely to become overfished or subject to overfishing, are
considered to require conservation and management. Beyond such stocks,

management.” (See Maghuson-Stevens Act definition at 16 U.S.C. 1802(5)).
Based on this definition of conservation and management, and other
relevant provisions of the Magnuson-Stevens Act, a Council should consider
the following non-exhaustive list of factors when deciding whether additional
stocks require conservation and management:

(i) The stock is an important component of the marine environment.
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(v) The stock is important to commercial, recreational, or subsistence
users.

consistent with the requirements of the Magnuson-Stevens Act and other
applicable law.

(2) In evaluating factors in paragraphs (c)(1)(i) through (x) of this section,

the best scientific information available, to determine whether there are
biological, economic, social and/or operational concerns that can and should
be addressed by Federal management.

(3) When considering adding a stock to an FMP, no single factor is
dispositive or required. One or more of the above factors, and any additional
considerations that may be relevant to the particular stock, may provide the
basis for determining that a stock requires conservation and management.
Based on the factor in paragraph (c)(1)(iii) of this section, if the amount
and/or type of catch that occurs in Federal waters is a significant
contributing factor to the stock's status, such information would weigh

consider the factor in paragraph (c)(1)(x) of this section before deciding to
include a stock in an FMP. In many circumstances, adequate management of
a fishery by states, state/Federal programs, or another Federal FMP would
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(4) When considering removing a stock from, or continuing to include a
paragraphs (c)(1)(i) through (x) of this section, and any additional
considerations that may be relevant to the particular stock. As mentioned in
paragraph (c)(3) of this section, if the amount and/or type of catch that
occurs in Federal waters is a significant contributing factor to the stock's
status, such information would weigh heavily in favor of continuing to

follows. Factors in paragraphs (c)(1)(i) through (iii) of this section should be
considered first, as they address maintaining a fishery resource and the
marine environment. See 16 U.S.C. 1802(5)(A). These factors weigh in

consider factors in paragraphs (c)(1)(iv) through (ix) of this section, which
set forth key economic, social, and other reasons contained within the MSA

consider the factor in paragraph (c)(1)(x) of this section before deciding to
remove a stock from, or continue to include a stock in, an FMP. In many
circumstances, adequate management of a fishery by states, state/Federal
programs, or another Federal FMP would weigh in favor of removing a stock

management based on the considerations and factors in paragraph (c)(1) of
this section. EC species may be identified at the species or stock level, and
may be grouped into complexes. Consistent with National Standard 9, MSA
section 303(b)(12), and other applicable MSA sections, management
measures can be adopted in order to, for example, collect data on the EC
species, minimize bycatch or bycatch mortality of EC species, protect the
associated role of EC species in the ecosystem, and/or to address other
ecosystem issues.

(6) A stock or stock complex may be identified in more than one FMP. In
primary FMP in which reference points for the stock or stock complex will be
established. In other FMPs, the stock or stock complex may be identified as
“other managed stocks” and management measures that are consistent with
the objectives of the primary FMP can be established.

information available and determine if the stocks are appropriately
identified. As appropriate, stocks should be reclassified within an FMP, added
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to or removed from an existing FMP, or added to a new FMP, through an FMP
amendment that documents the rationale for the decision.

(2) Shall is used only when quoting statutory language directly, to avoid
confusion with the future tense.

(3) Should is used to indicate that an action or consideration is strongly

of organization, practices, and procedures (SOPP) or an FMP.

(4) May is used in a permissive sense.

(5) Wiill is used descriptively, as distinguished from denoting an obligation
to act or the future tense.

(6) Could is used when giving examples, in a hypothetical, permissive
sense.

(7) Can is used to mean “is able to,” as distinguished from “may.”

(8) Examples are given by way of illustration and further explanation.
They are not inclusive lists; they do not limit options.

(9) Analysis, as a paragraph heading, signals more detailed guidance as to
the type of discussion and examination an FMP should contain to
demonstrate compliance with the standard in question.

or amendments under section 304(c) and (g) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act.

(11) Target stocks are stocks or stock complexes that fishers seek to

economic or regulatory reasons as defined under Magnuson-Stevens Act
section 3(9) and 3(38).

stocks may require conservation and management and, if so, must be
included in a FMP and be identified at the stock or stock complex level. If
non-target species are not in need of conservation and management, they
may be identified in an FMP as ecosystem component species.
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(13) Ecosystem Component Species (see §§ 600.305(c)(5) and

do not require conservation and management, but desire to list in an FMP in
order to achieve ecosystem management objectives.

(e) Relationship of National Standard 1 to other national standards -
General. National Standard 1 addresses preventing overfishing and achieving
optimum yield. See 16 U.S.C. 1851(a)(1) and 50 CFR 600.310. National

Standards 2 through 10 provide further requirements for conservation and
management measures in FMPs. See 16 U.S.C. 1851(a)(2) through (10) and
50 CFR 600.315 through 600.355. Below is a description of how some of the

other National Standards intersect with National Standard 1.

reference points to implement NS1 must be based on the best scientific
information available. When data are insufficient to estimate reference
possible (also see § 600.310(e)(1)(v)(B)). In cases where scientific data are
severely limited, effort should also be directed to identifying and gathering

generally be specified in terms of the level of stock aggregation for which
the best scientific information is available (also see § 600.310(e)(1)(ii) and

(iif)).

(3) National Standard 6 (see § 600.335). Councils must build into the
reference points and control rules appropriate consideration of risk, taking
into account uncertainties in estimating harvest, stock conditions, life
history parameters, or the effects of environmental factors.

preventing overfishing and rebuilding overfished stocks as required under
National Standard 1 and other MSA provisions. Calculation of OY as reduced
from maximum sustainable yield (MSY) also includes consideration of
economic and social factors, but the combination of management measures
chosen to achieve the OY must principally be designed to prevent
overfishing and rebuild overfished stocks.

respect to reference points must take into account mortality caused by
bycatch. In addition, the estimation of catch should include the mortality of
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