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Aloha, Talofa, Buenas, and Tirow.

On October 21, 2021, at the meeting of the Council Coordinating 
Committee (Regional Fishery Management Councils), the North 
Pacific Council and our Council were asked to present on 
Environmental Justice in Fisheries Management.  I reminded them 
that our People are surrounded by the Pacific Ocean connecting us 
as Island Peoples.  We have reciprocal relationships with our marine 
environment that shaped our cultures and traditions for over a 
millennia.  I discussed the Council’s mission, challenges and how we 
have continued to draw heavily from the Pacific Island way of doing 
things, blending the local ocean values of our region with 
contemporary science to forge our own distinctive path.

This workshop continues the dialogue that we began over the years 
and the great opportunity from the Biden Administration to advance 
our region’s programs and operations through the lens of equity 
bringing the needs of our island communities forward to the federal 
government.

We think about it as our four-man canoe. Each paddler represents 
the categories of Equity that we will plan to advance - Procedural, 
Structural, Distributional, and Generational, focusing on 4 tools of 
change – Fund, Empower, Implement and Advocate.

Today we will be talking with and learning from indigenous leaders 
working on EJ issues in the Pacific, discussing the most effective 
use of our paddles that represent the major actions we can use as an 
organization to effect change.

While EEJ has always been a priority for WP council, we will be 
spending some time today to intentionally discuss how we can 
capitalize on the Biden Administration’s EEJ directives and 
institutionalize advancing EEJ.

Chief Justice William S. Richardson of the Supreme Court Hawaii 
said “You must make difficult decisions but if you make those 
decisions with the counsel and advice from traditional practitioners 
and those who are most closely affected by, and connected to a 
particular resources or area, you decisions will be sound”

Share an Olelo Noeau: E kaupē aku no i ka hoe, a kō mai

Put forward the paddle and draw it back [Go on with the task that is 
started and finish it]

Welcome remarks, Kitty Simonds
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Big Ideas
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Contributions
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Impacts
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Tools for Change
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Final Words / Next Steps
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Final Words / Next Steps
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