


This booklet is a tribute to the life and legacy of Governor Arnold I. Palacios, whose
leadership and service touched the lives of many across the Marianas and beyond.

He now joins his:
Parents:
†Dr. Francisco T. & †Maria I. Palacios

Parents-in-Law:
†Felipe C. & †Joaquina C. Sablan

His memories will forever
live in the hearts of his:
Wife: First Lady Maria (Wella) S. Palacios

Children & Grandchildren:
Arnold Gerard S. Palacios & Nichole
Benitez (Naiyah, Michael, Rogelio,
Audibella, Hilda)
Nicole P. & Billy King (Carter, Capri,
Calista)
Tiana P. & Jayvan Tarkong (Aleiyah & Eli)
Eric S. Palacios & Edward Concepcion
(Oaklee)

Reared Daughter:
Donna M. & Mark W. Flores & Family

Brothers, Sisters, & In-Laws:
†Rex I. Palacios & Family
Mark I. & Bernadita C. Palacios & Family
†Lars I. & Rose Palacios & Family
Lambert I. & Rita S. Palacios & Family
Allen I. Palacios & Family
†Raymond I. Palacios & Ruby R. Baker & Family
Frank I. & Claudia P. Palacios & Family
Mary Ann P. & Fernando Soto & Family
Thomasa P. & †James M. Mendiola & Family
†John Paul I. Palacios & Esther Manglona & Family
Eva I. Palacios & Family
Octavius I. Palacios
Alexander I. Palacios
Albert & Agnes Taitano

Manuel C. & Margarita G. Sablan
†Dolores S. & John G. Moore & Family
Nieves S. & Jose C. Tomokane & Family
Lourdes C. Sablan & Family
Asuncion S. & Joaquin T. Quitugua & Family
Felipe C. & Rebecca K. Sablan & Family
Trinidad S. & Juan D. Diaz & Family

Aunt:
Thomasa P. & Milton Coleman & Family

He will also be missed by numerous
family members & close friends.

The Honorable

Arnold Indalecio Palacios
Tenth Governor of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands

August 22, 1955 - July 23, 2025

In Memoriam



On behalf of our entire family, we extend our heartfelt gratitude to
everyone who has reached out with prayers, condolences, and reflections
on the life and legacy of our beloved husband, father, grandfather, and
brother, Governor Arnold I. Palacios.

Your kindness and support during this difficult time have brought us
comfort and strength. We were especially moved by the residents who
lined the roadways to offer their quiet farewells as Arnold’s remains made
their way to the funeral home on Saturday. Your presence reminded us of
the deep connection he shared with the people of these islands.

We are especially thankful to Governor David Apatang and Lieutenant
Governor Dennis Mendiola for their steady leadership and support during
this time of transition. We also extend our appreciation to Governor Lou
Leon Guerrero and Lieutenant Governor Josh Tenorio of Guam; the U.S.
Indo-Pacific Command and Joint Region Marianas; the medical teams at
Guam Regional Medical City and the Commonwealth Healthcare
Corporation; and all who have provided care, comfort, and support.

We also wish to express our sincere thanks to all CNMI government
agencies and personnel who played a role in honoring Arnold’s memory
and assisting our family. Your coordination, dedication, and respect have
meant so much to us during this time.

Arnold dedicated his life to serving the Commonwealth. While he
championed many policies and initiatives, it was his deep and personal
connection with people across the Marianas that truly defined his legacy.
He cared deeply, listened intently, and worked tirelessly to make a
difference in the lives of others.

From the bottom of our hearts—Si Yu’us Ma’åse’, Ghilisow, and thank you.

With Love and Appreciation,

First Lady Wella Palacios & the Family of Governor Arnold I. Palacios

A Message from the Family of
Governor Arnold I. Palacios









The Honorable Arnold I. Palacios served as the 10th
Governor of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana
Islands, serving alongside Lieutenant Governor David M.
Apatang from January 2023 – July 2025.

He previously served as the 12th Lt. Governor of the
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, serving
alongside Governor Ralph DLG. Torres from January 2019 to
January 2023. As Lt. Governor, he oversaw the Office of
Planning and Development, the Office of Grants
Management, and the CNMI’s permitting agencies and led
policy initiatives on government efficiency, business
permitting processes, and regulatory functions. He also
played an active role in the CNMI’s relationship with the
Federal Government with discussions on labor viability and
proposed military projects in the Marianas.

In Honor of Governor
Arnold Indalecio Palacios

Governor Palacios also served as the Senate President during the 20th Northern Marianas
Commonwealth Legislature from January 2017 to January 2019 and as Senate Vice
President during the 19th Northern Marianas Commonwealth Legislature from January
2015 to January 2017. He has served four terms in the House of Representatives and
served as Speaker of the House of Representatives during the 16th Northern Marianas
Commonwealth Legislature from January 2008 to January 2010. He also served as the
Secretary of Lands and Natural Resources from February 2012 to January 2015.

During his time in the Legislature, he championed legislation and policies on natural
resources, environmental conservation, economic development, and federal relations. He
was a member of the Governor’s Section 902 Consultation team in 2016, when he helped
articulate the CNMI’s position on labor, immigration, and US military buildup proposals. As
Senate President, he created the Office of Planning and Development, which establishes
development objectives, standards, and principles for the CNMI’s desired land use for
residential, recreational, agricultural, commercial, and industrial needs.

Born on August 22, 1955, Lt. Governor Palacios was born on Saipan and attended Mt.
Carmel School. He attended Portland State University in Oregon and earned his bachelor
of science degree in Business Administration/Management.



Saturday - August 2, 2025
Governor Pedro P. Tenorio Multipurpose Center

9:00 AM – Ceremony Commences

Presentation of Colors – NMI Commonwealth Color Guard
U.S. National & CNMI Anthems

Department of Public Safety Choir

Solemn Mourning Remarks on Behalf of the People
Honorable Governor David M. Apatang

Memorial Tributes Presented to
First Lady Wella Sablan Palacios & Family

Commonwealth State Funeral 
In Honor of the Late Governor Arnold Indalecio Palacios

• Governor David M. Apatang & Lt. Governor Dennis S. Mendiola
• Guam Governor Lou Leon Guerrero
• CNMI Delegate Kimberlyn King-Hinds
• DOI Assistant Secretary for Insular and Int'l Affairs Angel A. Demapan
• United States Navy Rear Admiral Josh Lasky - Commander, Joint Task Force-Micronesia
• Senate President Karl R. King-Nabors & Senators
• House Speaker Edmund S. Villagomez & Representatives
• Chief Justice Alex C. Castro & Presiding Judge Roberto C. Naraja - NMI Supreme & Superior Courts
• Chief Judge Ramona V. Manglona - U.S. District Court for the NMI
• Saipan Mayor & Saipan and Northern Islands Municipal Council
• Tinian Mayor & Municipal Council
• Rota Mayor & Municipal Council
• Northern Islands Mayor
• Lion’s Club International District 204
• CNMI Youth Congress

Retiring of Colors
Adjournment



Saturday - August 2, 2025
Governor Pedro P. Tenorio Multipurpose Center

8:00 AM
Reception of †Governor Arnold I. Palacios at the 
Governor Pedro P. Tenorio Multipurpose Center

9:00 AM
Ceremony Commences

10:15 AM
Procession to Mt. Carmel Cathedral

10:30 AM - 2:30 PM
Risponso Followed by Public Viewing & Last Respects

 
3:00 PM

Mass of Christian Burial 
 

4:30 PM
Motorcade and procession to Marpi Public Cemetery for

interment, with 21-gun salute honors

Commonwealth State Funeral 
In Honor of the Late Governor Arnold Indalecio Palacios



























 Amidst the shock and disbelief over the sudden passing of the Honorable
Governor Arnold I. Palacios on July 23, 2025 in Guam, and the grieve, sorrow
and pouring tributes that followed the day after, we join hands with our
municipal leadership colleagues in Tinian and Rota, united in silent meditation,
reflection and prayer of strength, consolation, and peace to First Lady Maria
“Wella” Sablan Palacios and children Arnold, Nicole, Tiana, and Eric, as the
family process the passing and loss of a husband, father, and grandfather--a
loss to the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands! A loss of a leader
that is also felt throughout our sister island of Guahan; our neighboring Pacific
region; our partners in Asia; and throughout the corridors of power in the
United States of America.

 Today, we stand in solidarity with Lt. Governor Apatang, now tasked as
governor in completing the administration’s mission in “a clarion call to right the
ship of state” outlined in Governor Palacios’ January 8, 2023 inaugural speech at
the multipurpose center in Susupe, Saipan.

 Amidst the shock and disbelief over the sudden passing of the Honorable Governor Arnold I. Palacios on July 23, 2025
in Guam, and the grieve, sorrow and pouring tributes that followed the day after, we join hands with our municipal
leadership colleagues in Tinian and Rota, united in silent meditation, reflection and prayer of strength, consolation, and
peace to First Lady Maria “Wella” Sablan Palacios and children Arnold, Nicole, Tiana, and Eric, as the family process the
passing and loss of a husband, father, and grandfather--a loss to the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands! A
loss of a leader that is also felt throughout our sister island of Guahan; our neighboring Pacific region; our partners in
Asia; and throughout the corridors of power in the United States of America.

 Today, we stand in solidarity with Lt. Governor Apatang, now tasked as governor in completing the administration’s
mission in “a clarion call to right the ship of state” outlined in Governor Palacios’ January 8, 2023 inaugural speech at the
multipurpose center in Susupe, Saipan.

Today, we also reflect on valued moments in shared legacy with Governor Palacios and Lt. Governor Apatang
manifested in the historic iconic Municipality of Saipan complex ground breaking ceremony at the Saipan municipal
administration property, a place where the longest-serving Saipan Mayor Vicente D. “Kilili” Sablan and past municipal
councils delivered municipal services from Chalan Kanoa, Saipan.Today’s modern municipal complex when completed
will remain within walking connecting distances with the Chalan Kanoa Leadership Kiosku Courtyard, the United States
Postal Services, and accessible to residents in the Saipan capital village of Chalan Kanoa and public service provided by
elected municipality leaders and precinct two legislative representatives.

 Together with Governor Palacios and Lt. Governor Apatang, the municipal leadership also initiated partnership with the
Palacios-Apatang administration to transform the Chalan Kanoa Leadership Kiosku courtyard estate as the first public
facility fully energized with non-fossilized power, and praised the governor and lt. governor as stewards of the
environment, citing their support of the council’s effort to make the Chalan Kanoa Leadership Kiosku courtyard estate
be a model solarized public facility that could serve as a prototype in insular communities to mitigate the adverse
effects of climate change, reduce fossilized fuel dependence, and curb the expenditures of remote island territories on
imported fossil fuels.

 Finally, the municipality leadership dialogued with the Palacios-Apatang administration to enable a permanent
commemorative memorial court of honor for the Marianas Marine Scouts and the Navajo Code Talkers (“code talkers”,
“true whispers”), in appreciation for the ultimate sacrifice by these two groups in The Battle of Saipan Operation Forager
on the 15  of June to the 9  of July 1944, a project which gathered an assembly of community volunteers in former
Governor Juan N.  Babauta, former Rep. Juan Liling Reyes and local architect Herman B. Cabrera, among others. 

th th

 Today, we share this platform in commemorative remembrance and tribute In Memoriam, and express Un Dunkulo Na
Si Yuus Maase, Ghillisow Reemi, and Thank You, Honorable Servant Leader Arnold Indalecio Palacios and First Lady
Wella and children for the support and sacrifices of public service by your husband and father.













































To the People of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana
Islands,

On behalf of Ken Corporation, we extend our deepest condolences
on the passing of Governor Arnold I. Palacios.

Governor Palacios was a distinguished leader whose vision,
dedication, and genuine care for the people of the CNMI left a
lasting impact not only within the Commonwealth but also across
the broader Pacific region. His warmth, integrity, and steadfast
commitment to public service earned the admiration and respect
of all who had the privilege of working with him.

We at Ken Corporation were honored to have had the opportunity
to collaborate with Governor Palacios. His sincere engagement and
thoughtful dialogue made a deep impression on us. He will be
remembered not only as a leader, but also as a friend who cared
deeply about building meaningful relationships between the CNMI
and Japan.

Please know that our thoughts are with Governor Palacios’s family,
the CNMI government, and the people he so proudly served. May
his legacy continue to inspire future generations.

With heartfelt sympathy,

Ken Corporation
Shigeru Sato, Chairman





















We at Micronesian Environmental Services extend
our deepest condolences to the family, friends, and
the people of the Commonwealth on the passing of
Governor Arnold I. Palacios.

Governor Palacios was a visionary leader whose
dedication to public service and the well-being of
our islands will never be forgotten. His unwavering
commitment to environmental stewardship,
sustainable development, and the prosperity of
future generations has left an enduring legacy that
will continue to guide us.

It was an honor to witness and support his efforts
in building a better and more resilient
Commonwealth. We mourn his loss and celebrate
the life of a true statesman.

With heartfelt respect and gratitude,
The Team at Micronesian Environmental
Services LLC





























“He led with humility, lived with purpose, and
loved his islands deeply. May his memory be

the light that guides us forward.”

Cover page and background graphic: Northern Marianas College

Scan the QR code to view the full memorial
booklet, including photos and tributes
honoring the late Governor Arnold I. Palacios.


